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HEARTS & 
HANDS OF 
JESUS 
On a daily basis I witness the 
hands and heart of Jesus. This 
can be seen in our students, 
parent community / whanau, and 
our staff. I want to acknowledge 
and thank our wonderful staff 
because they truly are the hands 
and heart of Jesus. They work so 
hard for your children. I am in 
awe of the way they know your 
children so well. This can be 
evidenced in the reports they 

have recently written. I 
constantly have to remind 
teachers that it's home time, 
because they are working so 
hard to prepare the best 
possible learning for your 
children. The list could go on… 
Communication between staff 
and parents / whanau is 

absolutely essential. It takes a 
village to raise a child. Please 
could I ask that when you are 
communicating with any 
member of the St Joseph’s staff, 
that you do so with the hands 
and heart of Jesus. It is very sad 
when I hear from teachers that 
they have received a ‘harsh’ 
email or phone call from a 

parent (at times based on 
information that turns out to be 
unfounded). There are always 
two sides to a story. Every day I 
thank God for our incredibly 
professional, capable and 
dedicated staff who are there 
100%+ for your children. 
Speaking about the hands and 
heart of Jesus… a huge thank 
you to Jodie Cameron for 
creating (and giving as a gift) our 
St Joseph’s School website, and 
also for the fabulous job she 
does putting our newsletter 
together. We are very grateful to 
Jodie for the way she shares her 
gifts and talents so generously 
with our school.



WHAT’S THE BUZZ!?

John Parsons came to talk to 

the whole school about 

safety with the Internet. This 

is the message for the 

Juniors: We have the power!

• People we don’t know are strangers.
• Keep personal details to yourself online
• Always be kind online, just like in the

playground.
• If you ever get that ‘uh-oh’ feeling

online, always tell a grown up you know
and trust.

• NEVER keep devices in our bedrooms -
they just don't need to be there.

NEW ZEALAND SIGN LANGUAGE

Classes from the Juniors, Lower Middles and Upper Middles are involved in learning New Zealand Sign 
Language with Cathy each week for 6 weeks every term - all year long! We are very lucky to be a part of 
this!



WHOLE SCHOOL 
CROSS COUNTRY 
What a wonderful experience this was for 
all children. We all got to have a go at 
running our best! We supported each 
other and we supported our houses. 

RESILIENCE 
CHALLENGE WITH 
MR BAXTER 
Last week 12 Seniors took part in a 
challenge with Mr Baxter, who had 
organised some physical activities with a 
view to helping the students challenge 
themselves mentally to overcome physical 
hurdles. Mr Baxter’s goal is to prepare the 
students for 5 physically challenging 
activities he will lead them on next term as 
part of their William Pike Challenge. Thank 
you Mr Baxter - we appreciate your skill at  
providing opportunity for the Seniors to  
build their resilience. 

BAKE SALE 
Recently the William Pike students, 
supported by The Councillors, 
organised and ran a bake sale for 3 
syndicates. They organised the 
advertising, set up and clean up 
independently and must be 
commended for managing so well. The 
Councillors decided to offer the over 
$300 profit as a  school donation to 
The Ronald McDonald House, for 
which all schools in our COL are 
currently fundraising. Parents, we are 
grateful that you are supporting such 
community minded young people, who 
find opportunities to live our values at 
school.

PROGRESS HUIS 
3RD JULY 1:30 -7 (6:45) LATEST APPOINTMENT. 
5TH JULY 3:30 - 7 (6:45) LATEST APPOINTMENT 
A reminder please to parents from year 4 up (year 3 
parents will be contacted if you need to book) to book 
your child’s progress hui online for either Tuesday, 3rd 
July from 1:30pm, orThursday, 5th July from 3:30 pm. 
Students from Year 3 up, will be in the hall with Mrs G on 
the Tuesday. Please collect your child from the hall for 
their progress hui, and feel free to take your child home 
with you after your hui. It will be business as usual for 
the Junior classes. NOTE: RM 7 WILL HAVE THEIR 
INTERVIEWS A WEEK EARLIER! 

Book Online
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
• The school code is 6uay3
• Follow instructions and you will be emailed
• confirmation of your times
• Where there are no checkboxes to tick, those time

slots have already been chosen



SAFE PICK UPS FROM 
BRONTE STREET 
In the interests of keeping our children safe between 
the time the children are released after school and 
you collecting them (from the top end of Bronte 
Street, nearest to Collingwood Street), the duty 
teacher has been asked to check for any children still 
waiting to be picked up when they come off duty 
and bring them to wait outside Room 8. As outlined 
in a previous newsletter, this is where all children are 
to wait if parents are late. 

CARING FOR OTHERS  
Written by Liam McKenzie Room 14 

On Friday 25th of May the counsellors and the G&T 
group held a bake sale for year three to year eight 
students. We sold cupcakes, cookies and way more 
for only one to two dollars! 
All of the money fundraised from this event went 
directly to the Ronald Mcdonald house – a place that 
takes care of the practical things such as 
accommodation for families when their child is very 
sick and in hospital away from home. 
The idea to raise money for Ronald Mcdonald House 
was a CoL (Community of Learning – 12 of our local 
schools and a kindergarten) initiative, and the hope 
was to collectively raise $5750 - the amount needed 
to fund a room for a year. 
This bake sale also helped the G&T group complete 
a part of a challenge set by Mrs George called the 
William Pike challenge. The William Pike challenge is 
where we all have to do three challenges that 
include 20 hours of community service, 20 hours of a 
passion project and finally five exhausting outdoor 
activities. 
From this fundraiser, we as a group all raised 419 
dollars! This is a great step in the right direction. 

START TIME FOR 
SCHOOL 
Thank you for working so hard in the morning to get 
your children to school on time. It does help the 
teachers start their day more smoothly when 
everyone is in the class ready for learning at 8:50 am. 

CAUGHT BEING 
AMAZING! 
Congratulations to these very speedy children who 
got 1st, 2nd or 3rd for their year group at our school 
Cross Country.  Well done!  

Congratulations to these wonderful children from 
Room 4 for their amazing story writing… 

These children from Room 6 were caught doing 
amazing learning in Maths. First of all they had to 
throw the gumboot, then measure how far it had 
been thrown. I heard lots of very clever Maths talk. 



TERM DATES 
Term 2 ends at 2:55pm on Friday 6 th July. 
Term 3 starts at 8:50am on Monday 23 rd July, and 
finishes on Friday 28 th September at 2:55pm. 
Term 4 starts at 8:50am on Monday 15 th October 
and finishes on Thursday 20 th December.

A  Well Deserved
WELL BEING DAY 
On Monday, I was privileged to get to know 
more about each staff member as part of our 
Staff Well Being Day.  

Michelle Anderson started the day with some 
very wise advice on the importance of looking 
after ourselves, we then worked on 
developing a rubric for our cultural 
responsiveness practice, and finally the 
teachers worked on developing new and 
exciting ways of engaging children in 
meaningful karakia (a requirement for the 
University level Spirituality Paper that each 
staff member has undertaken to do this year).  

The photograph shows the teachers carrying 
out an affirmation activity. 



The Wheels on the Bus Go 
Round and Round 
It Was With Great Excitement That the Junior 

Syndicate Rode on 
the Bus to 
Branford Park 
Before Joining in 
With the School’s 
Cross Country 
Races. The Energy, 
Enthusiasm, 
Persistence and 
Give -It-a -Go 
Attitude of the 
Younger Set Was a 
Joy To See. Thank 
You Mr Baxter for 
Including the 
Juniors in Such a 
Fun School Activity.  

No Child Left Inside 
The Juniors are involved 
in these wonderful 
sessions with Taryn each 
Tuesday. 
We learn lots of Physical 
Activity skills, like running, 
jumping, skipping or 
using large and small 
balls. We learn fun games 
too.

JUNIOR 
SYNDICATE 
NEWS



 

Nelsonians might have been surprised on their 

walk through the Grampians when they met our 

students, walking through the desert, surviving on 

manna and looking for the Promised Land.  Our 

students enjoy bringing to life the Exodus story.

LOWER MIDDLE’S NEWS

Waiting In The Desert

Supporting Each Other

The Promised Land!



UPPER MIDDLE’S UPDATE
Last term, we studied Joy Cowley’s book Tarore and 

Her Book. We considered the notion of utu 

(revenge) and then forgiveness, which is a teaching 

in the Book of Luke. This term we are looking at 

the same book but from the angle of present day.  

The students have been writing stories for R.E, set 

in the present day, that tackle the concepts of utu 

and forgiveness.  

Read about Hayley and Tilly  
Written by Holly Cameron  
of Room 9 

There was once a girl named Hayley. Her 

appearance, from her sunny yellow hair to her 

sapphire blue eyes, showed she was a bright and 

breezy, happy-go-lucky kid with no problems. Well, 

she wasn’t. She was tormented by her mean, 

uncaring father and devastated by her ill mother at 

home, and was picked on by her teacher Mr. Peters 

at school. Hayley just wanted to hurt something 

small to get out her anger. So that was why she was 

nicknamed the Big Bully. She picked on loads of 

small innocent humble first graders and could even 

make a full grown man cry. It felt good to be mean. 

She was not aware that her hateful words and 

spiteful actions could make a once-happy life 

miserable. Hayley made even the joyfullest kids 

gloomy, especially young Tilly. Tilly was a happy kid, 

but Hayley constantly picked on her because she 

had ginger hair and braces and was very small for 

her age. One day, she was done. She was furious at 

how Hayley always was mean to her. She wanted to 

show her she was not afraid and that she was going 

to give her a piece of her mind. She knew exactly 

what she was going to do to her. The prank war was 

on! 

That night, Tilly explained joyfully her plan to her 

mum and dad at dinner. She was expecting them to 

congratulate her and encourage her to unleash her 

revenge. I’m going to hide some worms into 

Hayley’s pencil case and when she reaches her hand 

in, she’ll feel wriggly slimy worms! she announced 

proudly as she spooned carrots on to her plate. 

Her parents were shocked.  

“Honey, that’s not the way we Smith’s handle 

bullies. We don’t seek revenge. We seek 

forgiveness. Tell this Hayley that you don’t like the 

way she’s acting, and then she’ll say sorry.” her 

mom told her.  

“Your mother’s right, sweetie. Here, let me show 

you something.” Tilly’s dad said, and he went to his 

room and quickly got out two small books.  

“Have you heard the story of Tarore?” he asked and 

he read her Joy Cowley’s book about a young girl 

named Tarore. 

“You see? Her father didn’t seek revenge, and 

neither do we.” He flicked through the pages of 

the second book until he found the right page. 

“Here we are. It says  ‘Love thy enemies’.  That 

means we should forgive them” he said gently. 

“You’re right, dad”. 

And then the next day, Tilly went up to Hayley and 

she told her about her feelings; and then Hayley 

said sorry! Tilly forgave her and they became best 

friends. 



WOW!

Tuku Tuku Panels 
The wonderful tuku tuku panels created by the Upper Middles last term are 
being displayed throughout the school for all to admire. Pictured here is 
Charlotte Turner, Lucy Mitchell and Franchezka Diza who were chosen to gift 
their tuku tuku panel to Mrs Gladstone to display in her office. Their panel 
depicts the stairway to heaven, roimata - tears, and the Holy Cross.



INTERMEDIATE UPDATE

This term the intermediates have been 
investigating what life was like in Aotearoa 
between the period of 1800 - 1840. Part of our 

investigations was a trip to Tahunanui 
Beach to hear from a Cindy Batt (Te Äti 
Awa) on local Maori history and what 
Tahunanui beach looked like 200 years 
ago. Thank you to Whaea Cindy for 
sharing your knowledge with our students.  

The Intermediates have also been 
enjoying a variety of EOTC sessions 

focussing around the areas of Health and PE. 
Over the last two weeks the Sports Extension 
have been to Crossfit, where they learned all 
about aerobic and anaerobic exercise and put 
through their paces with a couple challenging 
WODS. They were also lucky to have a nutrition 

based session with Nathan Davis, where 
they learnt about the importance of 
healthy lunchboxes and what they could 
prepare in advance to create a balanced 
and nutritious meal.  
Winter Tournament is coming up and

teams are busy practicing every Friday 
afternoon. This year we have entered nine 

students in to the Mountain Biking event. 
These students are going out every Friday 

and are loving riding and enjoying the 
outdoors in this way. As always, a big thank 

you to all the parents who help facilitate 
these amazing experiences for our 
tamariki.

Local History

Education Outside 
The Classroom 





Help Needed!
PTA
CHILDREN’S DISCO  
Yay it's School Disco Time! 
School Disco - Friday 29th June 
Theme - Brighter the Better 
Yesars 1 - 4: 6 - 7.30pm 
Years 5 - 8: 8pm to 9.30pm 

Tickets $4 each - purchase from school office 
To purchase on the night - Glow Products, 
popcorn, corn chips, ice blocks and ollies 
Prizes for best dressed, best moves etc. 

Demelza is doing an amazing job organising the 
disco with Trudy but they need help on the night 
to sell lollies, supervise children and collect 
tickets.   

When - Friday 29th June - 3pm to decorate the 
hall, 6pm for the door and then again 8pm for 
seniors - any of these sessions. If this sounds like 
you please contact Demelza 
dbswilson@xtra.co.nz or ph: 021-044-3835. 

GALA - WHITE 
ELEPHANT DROP OFF
We have the pool open on: 
Monday and Friday mornings 8am - 8.45am then 
afternoon 2.15pm - 3.15pm 

We need at least 2 or 3 people there each time 
to help collect the white elephant being 
dropped off and then sort into groups in the 
change rooms. The more the merrier. 

If you think you can help with this even one day 
a week or one day a fortnight or month etc 
please contact Demelza and she will put 
together a roster. 
Demelza dbswilson@xtra.co.nz or ph: 
021-044-3835. 

YOU SHOULD ALL HAVE RECEIVED 
THE CONTRIBUTION SHEET - IF NOT 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR EMAILS OR 
FACEBOOK OR CONTACT THE 
OFFICE.WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD 
TO A FANTASTIC GALA. 

MATARIKI 
Do you feel creative ?? Trudy and Jodie need 
your help to decorate the hall and trees to make 
Matariki night special. If this is something that 
interests you or you can take direction and they 
will tell you what they need. When 3pm onwards 
even if only for an hour Thursday 21st June and 
possibility to pick up items beforehand - please 
contact Trudy smithtrudy100@gmail.com or ph: 
021745151
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CYBER SAFETY WITH 
JOHN PARSONS 
Thank you to all who attended - we hope you 
found some useful tips. 
The school office has two books you can buy if 
you missed out as he sold out - price $35 each 

For those that missed the night or were there, 
here is Johns top 8 points: 

INTERNET HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
Keeping children safe online 

• Become your child’s friend in any social
network environment your child creates. 
Maintain easy access to your child's profile
via their log in...you will see everything.

• Ensure that you can always have access to
your child's phone to help them stay safe
(i.e. it is not a no-go area) check the quality
of how they are communicating with others;
talk about how they connect and
communicate with friends. Is it consistent
with the values of your family?

• Educate your children about the importance
of protecting family and friends images:
teach them to seek permission of another
before they send or upload images to the
internet.

• Try to always maintain open lines of
communication with children. Do not over-
react if you see something that alarms you
or makes you angry: share your concerns,
and always talk about the issues and how
they relate to them and their friends safety.

• Agree on a time in the evening to stop
using the technology within the home for
everyone.

• Remember, what we model today will either
come back and embrace us or bite us
tomorrow.

• Talk/ask about their friends and social
activity as a way to reduce the opportunity
for cyber-separation to develop and

encourage being open about new friends 
and what they are up to, and who their 
parents are. When in doubt, call the parents 
and introduce yourself. 

• Teach your children to protect their online
identity, as a way to future proof themselves
for employment..we need to nurture and
protect them online and teach them how to
protect themselves as they engage
information technology.

Paedophiles & online gaming platforms 

Paedophiles gravitate to areas where children 
play, communicate and congregate. Pay 
attention to the online games your children 
play. Questions to ask: Are the games age 
appropriate? Is the quality of the language used 
in the games suitable for a child? How does the 
game make money out of a child’s use? What 
processes are available to adults, should they 
need to make a complaint about a user? 
Parents/guardians need to familiarise 
themselves with the game the child wants to 
play before the child enters the game; 
alternatively sit alongside the child and 
experience the game with them. Online gaming 
platforms provide paedophiles with the ability 
to observe minors interacting with other minors, 
all the time learning about the child. This gives 
the paedophile the opportunity to target select 
and then build a relationship with a child once 
the grooming starts. 

To learn more about online safety with John 
Parsons view his TV and Radio interviews here 
www.simulate2educate.co.nz/tv-and-radio 

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
JOHNPARSONSS2E
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BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES  

By-Election
Voting forms have been mailed out to all 
parents / caregivers we have an address for. 
We did notice that some people haven’t 
given us updated addresses despite recent 
(and not so recent) moving house / change 
of circumstances.  

We have five nominees for the two Board 
positions:  

• Hannah Cuthill
• Irene Firestone
• Chris Hart
• John Hogan
• Jaden Whiunui

Voting closes at noon on Friday 22nd June. 
Please return your votes to the school office 
before then! One vote per envelope mailed 
out. 

Thank you 
Justin Keeling & Jade Gibbins 
Returning Officers 



A Message from Mrs G... 
This Sunday's Gospel holds the wonderful parable of the mustard seed.  

This is definitely a message for us all, as it speaks to each of us about our 
potential and the greatness that comes from the smallest of beginnings.  

Without doubt our possibilities are great but the first small step of 'sowing 
the seed' is ours to take.  Once we have 'scattered our seed', allowing the 
seed to sprout, grow and bear fruit, God will work through each and every 

one of us to ensure great things happen. The joy of teaching is the 
opportunity to watch this greatness happen each and every day.  




