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Hello, Kia Ora, Kamusta, Bonjour, Guten Tag, 
Hallo, Ciao, Kon'nichiwa, Annyeonghaseyo, 
Halēā, Ni hǎo, Olá, Sata sri akāla, Talofa, Helō, 
Hola, Vanakkam, Zdravo, Dia dhuit, Howzit, Kam 
na mauri!

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STUDENTS Harry 
Jones, Maisie Martin, Charlotte Ingham, Rooni 
Perera, Sasen Perera, Joshua Paramundayil, 
Uwain Fernando, Alessandra Pullen, Georgia 
Unsworth, Vianne Widley & Abel Lines.

RE LEARNING 
In term 3, the Lower Middle syndicate learnt 
about the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. The students 
set goals around the fruits and assessed how 
well they achieved these goals at the end of 
term. They focused on imaginative prayer, and 
thinking about how artworks and music could 
help them with prayer. They also enjoyed a very 
prayerful Assumption liturgy together.  
This term they will be looking at how God is with 
us through the whole journey of our life, based 

on the theme of The Communion Of Saints 
Strand. They are looking forward to celebrating 
the Feast of All Saints and All Souls in November. 
In the last few weeks of the term they will learn 
about Advent and Christmas, and during Advent 
they will do a small service activity. 

ALL SAINT’S DAY
This term, the students will be learning about All 
Saints Day. Students from Year 3 up will celebrate 
Mass at 12:05 pm on Thursday November 1st 
' November in St Mary' Church. All Saints' Day is 
a Holy Day of Obligation. The day is dedicated to 
the saints of the Church (all those who have 
attained heaven). Our students will also learn 
about All Souls' Day on November 2nd (not a 
Holy Day of Obligation).

CARDINAL JOHN
Cardinal John, an absolute inspiration to me on 
so many levels, has captured me with this 
thought from his newsletter this week. 'Have I 
been a good memory in someone's life today?’ 
This is what he thinks about every day. Food for 
thought... 

Our Catholic School



WHANAU HUI/
CONSULTATION 
THURSDAY 25TH 
OCTOBER -  
SAVE THE DATE.  
We would formally like to invite all parents of 
Maori students at our school to this year’s 
Hui. It will be held on Thursday 25th October 
at 3:10pm, in the Parish Rooms. This will follow 
the Principal’s Assembly at which you will see 
our kapa haka group performing and taking 
part in a powhiri to welcome new students to 

our school. If you are wanting to watch the 
assembly please be in the hall by 2pm. An 
afternoon tea will be provided for guests 
straight after school. The Hui is a time to share 
what has been happening in our school since 
last year’s consultation and a chance to discuss 
ways forward into 2019. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

Nga Mihi, Renee Jepson 

STAFF  
A big welcome back to Mrs Julie McHaffie, 
after her term’s leave. A big thank you to Mrs 
Nicola Cullen, Trina Saxon and Angela Parlane 
for working together to teach the little >>> 

Councillors for Term 4 2018 
Congratulations to the councillors for Term 4: Luke, Nathan, Bronte, Ella, Caitlin, Nikau, Elliot 
and Vinnie. Absent: Alara. I look forward to working with such an amazing group of students. 



WHAT’S THE BUZZ!?
>>>students in Room 5 in Mrs McHaffie’s 
absence. They did an excellent job! Trina Saxon 
will continue to support Mrs McHaffie for Term 
4. Thank you to Tracy Malthus (who stepped up
to Team Leader in Julie’s absence). Tracy did an 
excellent job of leading the Junior Syndicate.  

PRINCIPAL’S 
ASSEMBLY : 
THURSDAY 25TH 
OCTOBER  
In Week 2 of each term, there is a Principal’s 
assembly to welcome the new students to our 
school and, based on the information gained 
about the culture of our school from the Well 
Being survey given to students in Years 5-8 at 
the beginning of the year, to collectively learn 
and think about how we can make our school a 
better place for everyone. The theme for the 
Principal’s Assembly on Thursday 25th October 
at 2:00pm is ‘What does your Principal really 
care about and think is important at our 
school?’. You are very welcome to attend. 
Parents of new students and students receiving 
their Spirit of St Joseph’s Badges are 
particularly encouraged to attend (you will be 
advised). 

CLASS PLACEMENTS
On Monday 17th December at 1:30 pm 
students will be informed about their classes 
for 2019 and will meet their new teacher at 
2:00 pm. 

ACHIEVER OF THE 
WEEK / SPIRIT OF ST 
JOSEPH’S  

INTERMEDIATES
Friday mornings are a highlight of the week for 
me, because I get to deliver the Achiever of The 
Week and Spirit of St Joseph's certificates to 
the recipients in their classrooms. The 
certificates are awarded when students are 
shining examples of living our school values.   

LEARNERS’ QUALITIES  
This term, our teachers will create exciting and 
challenging integrated (cross curricular) units of 
learning based on our overarching theme for 
the term: ' change’.  Our St Joseph's School 
Curriculum identifies Learner's Qualities (based 
on the Key Competencies from the NZ 
Curriculum). When we created our St Joseph's 
School Curriculum, we believed these were the 
qualities our students should be taught as 
learners in the 21st Century. The Learner's 
Quality that will be assessed school wide in 
Term 4 is 'how students manage themselves as 
a Team Contributor and how Cooperatively 
they work with others'. You will receive 
feedback about your child's / children's 
progress in their End of Year Report which will 
be given to the students on Friday 14th 
December. We will be asking for your input 
when we undertake a review of our St Joseph's 
School Curriculum. The time for this to happen 
has yet to be decided.



PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT
Our school wide focus for Professional 
Development this year has been ‘To improve 
attitudes and engagement to the learning and 
teaching of Maths’. This goal was set because our 
student voice (random sample), walk through 
observations, and teacher observations indicated 
that this was an area we needed to improve. We 
know, and research (John Hattie) shows, that if a 
child has a positive attitude and is motivated and 
open to learning it can significantly impact on 
progress and achievement.

Annabelle Armstrong (former Maths Advisor) - as 
explained in our previous newsletter - has been 
guiding us (every Monday) towards improving our 
teaching and learning in Maths. She will gather 
student voice again in weeks 2 and 3 to see if we 
have shifted our students attitudes and 
engagement in Maths. We continue to gather a 
range of data on students learning including e-
asTTle results to inform the OTJ (Overall Teacher 
Judgement) used to inform you about your child’s 
progress in their End of Year Report.   

ERO - EDUCATION 
REVIEW OFFICE
On Monday 12th November we will welcome our 
ERO review co-ordinator Suzanne Lewis and her 
colleague to our school. They will be with us for 
the week reviewing our school.  

TEACHER ACTION
A suggested date for Teacher Action (our school 
will be closed if the action goes ahead) is 
Thursday November 15th. We will update you as 
soon as we know whether this will go ahead. 

WHITE SUNDAY
Teachers from St Joseph’s were privileged to 
attend our Samoan families ‘White Sunday' 
celebrations at their church in Nile Street. They 
witnessed a beautiful ceremony run by the 
children, which included prayers, hymns, bibles 
verses, songs, and skits.  It was wonderful to see 

the young men and girls support the younger 
children and how prayerful and joyful they were. It 
was a great opportunity to meet up with some of 
our former students.  

STAGE ONE 
PERFORMANCE 
On Thursday 25 October we will be performing 
on 'Stage One' at the newly renovated School of 
Music. This is an exciting platform for the children 
to share their talent. You're invited to come along 
to watch - the more audience, the merrier! 
Timetable for performances is as follows:The 
School Band - 11:00am
The large Kapa Haka Group - 11:10am
The extension Kapa Haka Group - 11:20am
The Intermediate Singing Group - 11:30am 
Our aim is to take our non-performing students 
down to support the performances (weather 
dependent) on a rotational basis. 

http://www.evidencebasedteaching.org.au/hatties-2017-updated-list/
http://www.evidencebasedteaching.org.au/hatties-2017-updated-list/
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*PLEASE NOTE,
THERE ARE NO 
SYNDICATE 
ASSEMBLIES THIS 
TERM. THE 
TEACHERS 
PREPARE THE 
STUDENTS FOR 
OUR WHOLE 
SCHOOL 
PERFORMANCES 
(SCHOOL DANCE 
AND CAROLS 
AND CAKE) IN 
TERM 4. 



The Juniors have been 
learning about ‘The Good 
Samaritan’. We can all be 
good Samaritans everyday in 
small or big ways. Here’s the 
story retold by Chloe and 
Maya. 

Room 4 wrote some recounts 
about our recent House 
Singing: 

THE HOUSE SINGING 
COMPETITION BY 
ALANNA SIM. YEAR 2 

Yesterday our school had a 
House Singing Competition. 
The house’s were: MacKillop 
(green), Barbier (red), Chanel 
(blue), and St Francis 
( yellow). The judges were , 
Mrs G, Jade, and Mrs Jepson 
Dad. I was in MacKillop. Each 
house sang two songs. We all 
had to sing the school song 
and all the house leaders 
chose another song. 

MacKillop sang this is me, St 
Francis sang Young Blood, 
Chanel sang Bat Day of My 
Life and Barbier sang Three 
Little Birds. 
Barbier won! We had to wear 
our house colours to sing the 
song. At the end the 
extension Kapa Haka group 
showed us some songs. I saw 
Mrs Jepson happycry. I had 
fun! 

HOUSE SINGING BY 
DYLAN PEAKE. YEAR 1 

At house singing yesterday 
the whole school went to the 
hall to sing their songs. 
Kowhai was singing Young 
Blood, Whero was singing 
Three Little Birds, Blue was 
singing Best Day of My Life, 
Kakariki was singing This is 
Me and Barbier won. Good 
work Barbier!

During Term 3, the Junior Syndicate had a special blokes and people celebration for Father’s Day. We 
prayed, sang and enjoyed Jump Jam and a sausage sizzle together. A huge thank you to the PTA for 
the delicious sausage sizzle! What a fun time it was! 

JUNIOR  
SYNDICATE NEWS



Recently The Lower Middles learned about what we would need to do to survive on Mars. We built our 
‘stations ‘in teams and collaborated about essentials such as oxygen, drinkable water and food supply and 
adequate shelter. We discovered that cooperation and communication was the best way to get the job 
done!

LOWER 
MIDDLE’S  
NEWS



Interschools 
Speech Competition 
In Week 10 of Term 3 Milla Anticich 
and Holly Cameron represented St. 
Joseph’s at the Year 5/6 Inter-School Speech Competition. The competition was fierce with 10 students 
representing 5 different schools. Both girls worked incredibly hard at preparing, practicing, and delivering 
their speeches. Even though Milla and Holly are in different classes they both chose the topic of Anne 
Frank for their speech. Both girls did exceptionally well representing our school and Holly came in tied 3rd 
place with her speech! Holly is a Year 5 and has obviously been working hard on this area. She has another 
year to sharpen her skills and will be able to have the chance to represent our school again next year. 
Awesome job girls, you both should be tremendously proud of yourselves!  

Religious Education 
The Upper Middles have been learning about social justice during term 3 and focussed on the events that 
happened at Parihaka on 5th November 1881.  They learnt about passive resistance and the importance of 
faith.  The albatross feather is a symbol of peace and commemorates  Parihaka. You will often see people 
performing kapa haka with a single white feather in their hair.  

UPPER 
MIDDLE’S 
NEWS



Congratulations to Bronte Fowler who won the Year 8 
Inter School Speech Competition and congratulations 
to Tiana Simpson who came second in the Year 7 Inter 
School Speech Competition - well-done girls, we are 
very proud of you ! This event was hosted by St 
Joseph’s and have over 12 competitors from the top of 
the South intermediate schools. Tino pai Tiana and 
Bronte! 

CULTURAL IMMERSION DAY
The Intermediate syndicate held a fabulous day learning poi, tiaha, haka, rakau, harakeke waving and 
waiata, which culminated in a wonderful powhiri and performance at end of the day.It is fabulous to see 
our tamariki shine and build their mana !! 

INTERMEDIATE’S 
UPDATE



Kapa Haka The Kapa Haka group ended the term with 
some fun singing and games. Looking 
forward to more fun learning in Term 4.

Our extension Kapa Haka 
group proudly display our 
amazing new uniforms and 
performed so beautifully for 
the first time at Te Huinga 
Whetu Kapa Haka celebrations 
in the last week of Term 3. On 
behalf of all the students in this 
group we would like to thank 
the following parents and 
grandparents who so kindly 
gave up their time to help sew 
these beautiful uniforms. Thank 
you sincerely to:  Chante 

Whitehouse, Judy Kouka, Lu Gladstone, Lili 
Keeling, Nicole Heaphy, Eva Vogt, and Georgie 
Heath-Johnson. We would not be able to provide 
these uniforms if it was not for the generous 
sponsorship from Doug Paulin at Sealords. We 
thank you for your generosity and for giving the 
kapa haka students of St Joseph’s a sense of pride. 
We thought they looked very smart. 



House               Singing

Mr Baxter arranged our 
amazing House Singing 
Competition. It was so much 
fun and so entertaining to 
watch. What talent we have at 
St Joseph’s School!
Congratulations to this year’s 
winners, Barbier!

INTER HOUSE 
COMPETITION: 
2018 has been a busy year 
for St Joseph's School as we 
introduced an Inter-House 
Programme to extend further 
opportunities for all students 
at St Joseph’s school. This 
programme endeavours to 
encourage healthy 
competition between 
houses, but also a sense of 
pride in representing their 
house with both commitment 
and passion. It is through this 
competition we encourage 
good sportsmanship and a 
sense of fair play. Moving 
forward, it is our aim for 
every pupil to be actively 
encouraged to take part and 
represent their house team, 
with the emphasis being on 
everyone participating and 
working together. 

To grow our Inter-House 
Programme we are currently 
seeking interest from families 
or individuals who are willing 
to fund the purchasing of 
trophies for each Inter-House 
competition. The donating 
family or individual will be 
given named recognition on 
an area of the trophy. 

At present we currently have 
4 Inter-House Competition 
events that require trophies.

1. House Athletics
2. House Swimming
3. House Singing
4. House Cross Country 

Please contact Nate Baxter if 
you are interested in 
sponsoring a trophy.

nathan@stjon.school.nz  

‘STAGE ONE’ 
PERFORMANCE

Next week, on Thursday 25 
October we will be 
performing on ‘Stage One’ at 
the newly renovated School 
of Music. This is an exciting 
platform for the children to 
share their talent. You’re 
invited to come along to 
watch - the more audience, 
the merrier! 

Timetable for performances 
is as follows:
The School Band -  
11:00am
The large Kapa Haka Group - 
11:10am
The extension Kapa Haka 
Group -  
11:20am
The Intermediate Singing 
Group -  
11:30am

Looking forward to seeing 
you there!

mailto:nathan@stjon.school.nz
mailto:nathan@stjon.school.nz


I would like to acknowledge and thank our 
wonderful Teacher Aides: 

• ZOE PEAKE, JANE MITCHELL, FRANCESCA
DUNSTAN (JOB SHARE)

• DEMELZA WILSON
• KATE EDEN
• DEANNA CHAPMAN
• ANGELA PARLANE
• MARIA EGGERS
• JACQUI ROCHE
• RACHEL GRAY
• KATHY SURRIDGE
• JADE GIBBINS

Our Teacher Aides (TA’s) have a big job, as their 
role is to support the teachers with students’ 
learning. Every Junior class has a TA thanks to 
Mike Burton (previous Principal). He believed 
that if children received support  when they were 

beginning their learning to read, write and 
understand Maths it would stand them in 
good stead for their learning further up the 
school.

We are blessed with our TA’s. Their hearts are 
firmly attached to the students and staff at St 
Joseph’s - you can see this on a daily basis as 
they work with students in their lunchtimes, join 
in with extra school activities and show genuine 
love and care for all students. We thank all of our 
TA’s for their generous spirits, their skills and for 
their kindness and caring.

Caught Being  

Amazing



PET FUNNIEST / 
CUTEST VIDEO 
CONTEST
A big thanks to all the contestants that 
entered the Pet Video Contest in Term 3. 
You all did an outstanding job and it was 
quite challenging to choose the winner. 
However, I am pleased to say the 
Winners for the cat category is, Madison 
Turner.You did a hilarious video about 
your cat. Well Done. 

 For the Dog category the prize will go 
to the video called ‘Alvin and the 
Compost’. You will receive your Mystery 
prize at assembly. Once again, thank you 
to all to contestants you all did amazing 
job.  

From the Term 3 Counsellors

Milan was chosen in the Nelson Bays Rugby Under 
48kg team this year as a First 5/8. He travelled to 
Christchurch to play in the South Island tournament 
in the school holidays against Otago, Marlborough, 
Southland, Canterbury Country and Town. He scored 
17 points against Marlborough (1 try plus 6 from 7 
kicks). He was lucky enough to be chosen in the 
South Island team along with 3 of his teammates. His 
coach said he is a mature player with vision and 
speed, able to read and control the game and an 
excellent tackler. 

Congratulations to 
Astin Gibbins who 
received the ‘Most 
Valuable Player’ 
award at the Gavin 
Roberts 12th 
Grade Boys South 
Island Football 
Tournament. 

Well Done Milan 
And Astin
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UNIFORM SHOP  
Uniform shop for Intermediate uniform - We have arranged seperate opening times for you to bring 
your son/daughter for measuring for their intermediate uniform. We do have some stock ready to 
take away but some of the uniform needs ordering in and as you can appreciate this takes time. We 
have allocated 3 days during October to do this. Please follow the link and enter the code and book 
an appointment https://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/code Type in this code: usdxf If you have any 
questions before that date please contact me at stjosephsuniformshop@gmail.com Many thanks, 
Jane Mitchell.  

JOLLY JARS /
RAFFLES
Jolly Jars are due back this 
Friday, 19th October.Raffle 
tickets- if you have any 
outstanding raffle books please 
return them to the school office 
ASAP. 

GALA STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT CALL OUT 

Our school community includes many cultures and ethnicities and different activities/sports. Together 

our families give our school its special character. We would love to hear from you if you can think of an 

item for the stage show. Please contact the office. 

Pta Update



www. lunchonline .co .nz

Phone 0800 LOL LOL 

Phone 0800 565 565 

info@lunchonline.co.nz

Healthy and affordable | Easy internet ordering



In the first week of the holidays I 
attended the Beginning Principals’ 
Conference in Auckland with 350+ 
other Beginning Principals. As I 
walked and talked, I reflected on how 
privileged and grateful I was to be 
part of the Catholic system at St 
Joseph’s School. I am so very grateful 
for our hugely committed staff who 
have this year spent many hours 
upgrading their Religious Education 
knowledge by completing the RE 502 
(Spirituality) paper. This new learning 
has been directly transferred into our 
students and provides depth and 
support for each and every child’s 
faith journey. What an amazing gift! 

Mr Edwards and Annabelle Armstrong 
(ex Maths Advisor employed on a 
Monday) have been supporting our 
staff to learn about best practice and 
new pedagogy in the teaching and 
learning of Maths. This has been an 
exciting journey and will continue next 
year. An update about the new 
practices that can be seen as a result 
of this new learning was shared with 
you in the last newsletter.

Mrs Hewitt has been working with 
Martin Hughs (3 M Learning) and has 
been supporting our staff to up-skill in 
Digital Fluency.

A focus for our Kahui Ako ki Whakatā 
(Community of Learning) this year has 
been to develop our culturally 
responsive practice. Mrs Jepson has 
been supporting our teachers and 
Raewyn Ngaamo 
(Rongohia Te Hau - Waikato University) 
with this exciting stream of learning. 
As a result of this new learning for 
teachers, there is now a strong 
presence of student agency (students 
actively involved, with shaping and 

regulating their learning). As you can 
imagine, this looks very different for 
individual children and at different 
year levels.

On a daily basis I witness our staff’s 
commitment, passion and energy for 
the students at St Joseph’s School. I 
was so proud of how our teachers had 
prepared our students for the 
celebrations of learning in the last few 
weeks of term. The House singing was 
a fun and stunning celebration of 
music, as was the Intermediate 
Cultural Day celebration. Three of our 
students had great success at the Inter 
school Speech Competitions - 
congratulations Bronte Fowler, Tiana 
Simpson and Holly Cameron. To 
witness, on a daily basis, our akonga/
learners encouraged, empowered and 
supported by our staff to achieve and 
be the best they can be really makes 
my heart sing.  

Mā te rongo, ka

māhio; Mā te

māhio, ka mārama;

Mā te mārama, ka

mātau; Mā te mātau,

ka ora.

Through resonance
comes cognisance;
through cognisance
comes understanding;
through understanding
comes knowledge;
through knowledge
comes life and well-
being.

God Bless
Mrs G

A message from Mrs G 




