
A VERY WARM 
WELCOME  

To all students, parents and whanau. Welcome to 
the following new children and their families:  
Liam Angus, Kiarra, Baldovino, Malachi Beekmeyer, 
Arya Biswas, Ethan Blakeley, Louisa Chan Tung, 
Susana Chan Tung, Theo Costa, Zalya de Gaia, 
Dervla Finlay, Amelia Gray, Misty Green, Meko 
Hardinge, Yonal Jayamanne, Rachael Jayamanne, 
Jezikah Kennedy, Naomi Lian, Rita Lian, Lani 
Madden, Kenay Martichon, Hamish McLeod, 
Isabella McMahon, Jaron Patricio, Lorenzo Persico, 
Ananshia Raja, Ava Redwood, Mia Redwood, Molly 
Russ, Oliver Schryvers, Louis Sheehan, Stella 
Stewart, Enzo Stewart, Saraceyna Sui Lie, Amelia 
Thompson, Thomas Voice, Ashton Walton. Ash  

Walzl and Ardan Warner. New parents / caregivers 
please join us on Thursday 2:15pm  in the hall to  
welcome you and your child with a pōwhiri.     

OUR CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 
Our theme for RE this year is To Live, To Do,  
To Be (as Jesus). At our Beginning of Year Liturgy, 
we talked about the responsibility each and 
everyone of us has to to walk the way of Jesus. 
speak the truth of Jesus and live the life of Jesus. 
We would really appreciate it if you could support  
this theme in your homes.  
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THANK YOU 
We have a number of parents at school directly 
involved with fighting these horrific Nelson fires. A 
huge thank you from us all at St Joseph’s for 
working so hard to keep everybody safe.          

INVITATION TO JOIN 
US FOR DAILY  
KARAKIA  
Parents, whānau, caregivers, grandparents, uncles,  
aunties, brothers, sisters, please know you are 
warmly invited to join any class as soon as the bell 
goes at 8:50 for karakia (prayer). It is a lovely way to 
start the day. During the holidays, our staff 
attended a CoL Professional Development Day. 
One of the speakers we listened to was Nathan 
Wallis (a Neuroscience educator).  He said that 
starting the day with prayer / mindfulness is a very 
productive way to engage students’ brains for 
maximum learning.         

CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
LEADERS 

Congratulations to our Christian Service Leaders 
this year. These wonderful students led our 
opening Liturgy with confidence and commitment, 
well-done team. William Haywood, Connor Heaphy, 
Elsie Western, Riley Houia, Teresa Rodgers, 
Angelina DeLernzo-Perez, Connor O’Donnell and 
Lee Perez.  

SPIRIT OF ST JOSEPH’S 
Recognition of significant service will be made by 
the stamping of a “Spirit of St Joseph’s” certificate. 
Eight stamps on a certificate will earn the student a 
Spirit of St Joseph’s badge that the student will be 
able to wear on their uniform. While a student may 
have earned eight or more stamps before Year 7 
these badges will only be awarded during Year 7 
and Year 8. A student who enters Year 7 with eight 
(or more) stamps will be awarded their badge at 
the Beginning School Principal’s Assembly held in 
week 2 of the school year. If they have more than 
eight stamps at the beginning of their Year 7 Year 
they will be awarded one badge and will be on 
their way to getting a “bar” to their badge.  A 
“bar” to a badge will be awarded after 3 more 
stamps have been earned. 
  
There is no set number of badges that may be 
awarded at Year 7 or 8 as we want significant 
service to be recognised and seen as achievable by 
most students. We want service to be seen to be 
part of our school ethos.  

STAFF UPDATE 
Welcome to our new teachers: Mrs Michelle 
Anderson (specialist PE and Health teacher will be 
covering Year 0-6 Classroom Release Time) and Mr 
Greg  Wilson who will be teaching Year 7/ 8 in 
Room 13. We are very excited about the new gifts 
and talents these two new teacher will bring 
to our staff and students.     



The staff and students of St Joseph’s would  
Like to congratulate Mrs Michelle McLeod for 
winning a position at Nelson Christian Academy 
as an Assistant Principal, beginning in Term 2 
2108. Michelle has given 21 years of dedicated  
teaching to St Joseph’s and for this we truly  
thank you. We wish you well in your new school. 

Our heartfelt prayers are with Mrs Sue Baillie who 
has very recently lost her very precious dad. 
  

STAFF UPDATE 
Room Teacher Responsibilities

Junior Syndicate

1 Mrs Malthus Junior Team 
Leader for 
2019  

2 Ms Kean  DRS (Director 
of Religious 
Study)

3  Mrs McLeod 

4 Mrs 
Hindmarsh

5 Mrs 
McHaffie

Lower Middle Syndicate

5 Mrs 
Nicholson 

ELL (English 
Language 
Learner) Co-
ordinator 

7 Mrs George  Lower Middle 
Team Leader 
for 2019, G&T, 
and Mr 
Sardella’s tutor 
teacher.

7A Mr Sardella

8 Mrs Coates

Upper Middle Syndicate

9 Whaea 
Renee 

Upper Middle 
Team Leader, 
Assistant 
Principal for 
2019, Within 
School Maths 
Leader, Mr 
Baxter’s tutor 
teacher.  

10 Matua Nate House Team 
Leader 

11 Whaea Ari  Music 
Curriculum 
Leader.

12 Matua Chris

Intermediate 

13 Mr Wilson

14 Ms Bouchut

15 Mrs Hewitt DP, 
Intermediate 
Team Leader, 
and Digital 
Fluency 
Curriculum 
Leader

Mrs Anderson  CRT 
(Classroom 
Release Time) 
Health and PE 
Rooms 1-12.

Mrs  McDowall  Reading 
Recovery 
Teacher, 
SENCO.

Mrs Baillie  CRT 
(Classroom 
Release Time) 
for 
Intermediates / 
Beginning 
Teacher release 
for Mr Baxter.



Introducing 
Michelle Anderson 
CRT Health and PE  

Kia ora  

I am passionate about teaching and inspiring young 
people to learn, grow and develop. 
I am also a qualified wellness coach and personal 
trainer so the importance of the Hauora model of 
wellbeing underpins all that I do.   
I am excited and blessed to be able to teach across 
the school from years 1 - 6 as CRT (classroom 
release time) teacher.   
Thank you for your responses to the health survey 
at the end of last year, I have taken into account 
your feedback and have included these in my 
curriculum planning.  I really appreciate your input.  

I am always available to talk anything Health and PE 
with you regarding your son or daughter. Please 
email me at michellea@stjon.school.nz  

Here’s to a happy, healthy and positive 2019.  
Michelle Anderson  

OVERVIEW OF HEALTH/PE 
CURRICULUM  

Juniors 
Term 1 
Health 

Physical well-being – Taha Tinana 

★ Caring for ourselves 
★ What makes us healthy 
★ Sleep, exercise and nutritious foods 
★ SunSmart 
Fire and road safety  
Healthy food party last Friday of term 
PE – swimming, water safety and cooperation 
games 

Term 2 
Health 
Mental and Emotional Well-being – Taha Hinengaro   
★ How to keep our mind healthy and positive 
★ Mindfulness 
★ Yoga 
★ Breathing to calm us 
★ Re-cap sleep, exercise and nutrition.  
★ PE – cross country and large ball skills 

Term 3 
Health 
Social well-being – Taha Whanau 
★ Relationships and friendships 
★ Kindness and caring for others 

PE – gymnastics and fitness (with an emphasis on 
working with and alongside others) 

Term 4 
Health 
Spiritual Well-being – Taha Wairua 
★ What do we value and what is a value 
★ The can do approach for a positive attitude 
PE – athletics and small ball skillS 

Lower Middles 
Term One Health 
★ Positive identity and all about me 
★ creating a caring classroom (this unit will be led 

by the Lower Middle teachers) 
PE - Swimming, water safety and cooperative 
games 

Ms Frost Beginning 
Teacher release 
for Mr Sardella.

Mrs Carla Musso G&T release 
teacher for Mrs 
George.  



  
Term Two 
Health 
Growth Mindset and resilience 
Mindfulness for mental health 
Coping strategies for emotions  
PE  - cross country, throwing and catching 

Term three 
Health 
★ I am active - learning about our bodies and how 

to care for them 
★ How exercise helps with our well-being 

(Hauora)  
★ The importance of sleep  
PE - fitness and gymnastics 

Term Four 
Health - Food and Nutrition - looking at the ideas 
for healthy breakfasts, snacks and lunches (with a 
zero waste theme) 
PE - athletics, large ball skills and swimming. 

Upper Middles 
Term 1 
Health – Positive Class 
★ Friendships, relationships and self-esteem  
★ Kindness v bullying 
★ Growth mindset and positivity 
PE – Swimming and water safety, tennis 

Term 2 
★ Health – The effects of exercise on body and 

mind 
★ Hauora – Well-being what are the dimensions 
★ The effects of exercise on our bodies 
★ Exercise and mental health 
PE – Cross country and fitness 

Term 3 
Health – Citizenship 
★ Global issues unpacked 
★ Gaming, social media and safe practices 

★ Digital citizenship - being a good citizen  
PE – Traditional games and gymnastics 

Term 4 
Health – Food for thought 
★ Food as a fuel 
★ How can eating nutritious foods make us feel 
★ Ideas for lunch boxes 
★ Smoothie competitions 

PE – Athletics and being the ultimate participant 
(designing and modifying their own games and 
teaching it to the rest of the class. 

THANK YOU 
I would like to acknowledge and deeply thank 
our staff for their dedication and preparation for 
this year. I cannot speak highly enough of their 
commitment to your children, and their 
dedication to our school. 

I would also like to acknowledge the hours 
teachers spend placing your children into a new 
class. They look at many factors, and then 
collectively make the decision. I am in awe of 
how well teachers know your children, and 
know the best fit for your child. Their 
professionalism during this process is 
unprecedented. 

Mr Les Schipper is our legend of a caretaker. We 
are so lucky to have Les, because he is the master 
of all trades that is for sure!  
Mr Justin Keeling - our outstanding Office Manager 
+  Accounts Manager + First Aid + ICT guru. Justin 
is invaluable on so many levels at our school.   

Teacher Aides are this year assigned to student 
needs, not classrooms, so you will see them in a 
variety of classrooms. A big thank you to our 
incredibly valuable TA’s who work with immense 



heart and dedication for all of our students and 
teachers at St Joseph’s:   
• Zoe Peake 
• Francesca Dunstan 
• Jane Mitchell 
• Kathy Deane 
• Demelza O’Donnell 
• Kate Eden 
• Maria Eggers 
• Deanna Chapman 
• Jacqui Roche 
• Rachael Gray 
• Jade Gibbins + library+ office+sports 

coordinator. 
We really appreciate the hours Jade puts into 
managing sports teams.  

COUNCILLORS 
Congratulations to: Teresa Rodgers, Elle Lloyd,  
Tiana Simpson, Astin Gibbons, Preston Russell  
and Riley Houia. 

  
These students have been elected by their peers, 
to be councillors for term 1. They meet Mrs G every 
Monday lunchtime, to talk about  ways to make the 
school a better place, and to  develop their 
leadership skills.  

KAPA HAKA 
There was a great response when I went around 
classes on Friday to take names of those who 
would like to join St Joseph’s kapa haka group 

known as Hato Hohepa o Whakatu Kapa Haka 
Group. I collected a massive 170 names.  That is 
half of our school!  These sessions will take place 
on Friday afternoons between 1:25 pm and 2:00 
pm.  Due to the large numbers of Year 5-8 students 
that wish to be in Extension Kapa Haka, and the 
limit being 40 members, the announcement of this 
group will not made for another week.  This session 
is held on Fridays from 2:00 pm - 2:30 pm.   
If your child missed putting their name down you 
can email Renee Jepson on renee@stjon.school.nz  
It is not too late to join.  Kapa Haka will start this 
Friday and we are looking forward to learning new 
waiata and haka.  Ngā mihi nui, Whaea Renee. 

SUNSMART 
Parents please support your children to have their 
named hats everyday in Term 1 and Term 4.  
No hat means no play (students must stay in a 
designated sun free area). 

SWIMMING  
We are very grateful to Mr Schipper and the 
Friends of the Pool (a voluntary group of mainly 
parents and ex-parents) who have beavered away 
over the summer to keep our pool sparkling and 
safe. How lucky have we been to have this 
wonderful asset, especially this year! Students, 
please bring your togs and towels daily. Swimming 
occurs for students on most days.  



EDUCATION OUTSIDE 
THE CLASSROOM  
We are working on a form that you sign when you 
enrol your child/ren, that is a blanket consent form 
for low risk EOTC excursions (within a 1 Km radius 
from school). When you sign this, you agree to the 
staff being able to take your child/ren to for 
example,The  Suter and the Museum, and walks 
e.g. Botanics,  Fairfield, buddy walks (e.g. the 
Willow Walk, autumn leaves). You will be advised of 
major excursions in the Syndicate term / weekly 
newsletter. Many amazing teaching / learning 
moments have occurred in these spaces for sure.  

DIGITAL SAFETY 
Students in year 5- 8 are encouraged to bring 
their own devices. The school does have some 
computers for students who are not able to 
bring their own. Students lock their devices in a 
special cupboard provided in their classrooms, 
and parents and students sign an ICT contract 
outlining very clearly, their responsibilities. 

At school, teachers teach students about Digital 
Citizenship. Students are supervised by a staff 
member at all times when they are on devices at 
school. Devices are not used at morning tea and  
Lunchtimes. We encourage our students to have 
fun in the playground with other students.  

Parents please remember that it is imperative 
to supervise your children while they are on their 
devices. John Parson’s suggestion of never 
letting your child take their devices into the 
bedroom is sage advice. It is essential for students 
to be supervised and to be where you can see 
them.    
  

CORRECT CONTACT 
DETAILS  
Please ensure we have your current contact details 
and child’s medical conditions in the office. We 
must be be able to contact you or a nominated 
person in the case of an emergency or your child 
being unwell. office@stjon.school.nz 

BUS STUDENTS 
If your child catches the bus, or is going to be 
catching the bus this year you can contact Renee 
Jepson at renee@stjon.school.nz if you have any 
questions or concerns.   

At the end of each school day the students who are 
catching the bus meet outside Room 9.  Whaea 
Renee will walk them down to the bus stop at 3 pm 
to catch the Hira bus which leaves at 3:05 pm and 
the Atawhai bus, which leaves at 3:10 pm.   

WHANAU HUI 
I would like to invite all parents and caregivers of 
Māori students at our school to a Whanau Hui to be 
held on Friday 8th March from 5:30pm to 7 pm.  
This will be an informal get together for whanau to 
make connections and chat.   Bring your children, 
some kai and swimming togs.  A BBQ will be set up 
and sausages provided for all.  After dinner we will 
move to the pool to give the kids (and maybe big 
kids) some fun. 



SPECIAL CHARACTER 
 
Our school had an Opening Liturgy in our church 
on Friday 8th February, to welcome our new 
students and staff to St Joseph’s. Also, at this 
service we congratulated our new Christian Service 
Leaders for 2019. Our theme for 2019 is “Christ’s 
Call: To love, to do, to be”. This theme will run 
throughout the year and shows how we as 
individuals and collectively as a Catholic community 
and as followers of Jesus can respond to the grace 
and power of Christ’s call. It is wonderful to see our 
staff and students already engaging with this 
understanding.  

NEW CLASSROOMS  
We are very excited about the new classrooms 
being built.  The completion date will be in June. 
Mr Baxter is currently in the library until the new 
classrooms are ready. Mrs Jepson will move into 
the other new classroom, so the year 5 / 6 classes 
will be in the same vicinity. This will enable us to 
use Room 9 for the next new classroom needed.      



 SAVE THE DATE 

Term 1 2019  
SCHOOL WIDE FOCUS - Well Being/Sustainability   
LEARNER’S QUALITY - Healthy -Physical Well Being

Week KEY:  Syndicate Events  
Juniors - Rooms 1-5 
LM - Lower Middles - Rooms 6-8 
UM - Upper Middles - Rooms 9-12 
Intermediates - Rooms 13-15.  

1 

7-8 Feb 

WHOLE SCHOOL: Opening Liturgy. 9:30am, Church

2 

11-15 
Feb

UPPER MIDDLES 
Meet the teacher evening 7pm February 13th, hall. 
Museum visits Feb 14th: Rm 9, 10:00 am, & Rm 11, 1 pm.  
Feb 15th Rm 10, 10:00 am & Rm 12, 1pm.  
INTERMEDIATES- Meet the Teacher/Camp Meeting 12th Feb 6pm 
Principal’s Assembly - to welcome new students and parents

3 

18-22 
Feb

JUNIORS  
Museum visits (parents required please)  
Tue 19 Feb,10am: Rm 2, 11:15am: Rm 1 & 1pm: Room 4. Thurs 21 Feb 10am: Rm 3 & 
1pm: Rm 5 
LOWER MIDDLES 
Welcome to Parents 19th Tues 5pm Liturgy followed by shared kai 
Museum visits (parents required)  (10 a.m. on 18th Room 8), (1p.m. on 18th Room 7a), 
(10a.m. on  20th Room 6), (1p.m. on 20th Room 7)

4 

25 Feb - 
1 Mar

JUNIORS  
Welcome Liturgy in our Church - Tues 26 Feb, 9:15am  
LOWER MIDDLES 
27th Tryathon 3.30 p.m. Biking around back field, running around school, swim in 
pool. 
INTERMEDIATES: 
Bike Safety  

● Room 15 -25th of February 
● Room 14 - 26th of February  
● Room 13 - 27th of February



5 
 
4-8th Mar

LOWER MIDDLES 
St John Tues 5th  in class training 
Whānau Hui (BBQ/Swim) Friday 8th March  TBC 
UPPER MIDDLES 
Senior House Swimming Sports Fri 8th March, 11:00am, school pool. 
INTERMEDIATES: 
Bike Trip to Wakapuaka Cemetery - Tuesday - 5th of March 
Camp Preparation Day - Friday, 8th of March 

6 

11-15th 
Mar

JUNIORS 
Suter visits (parents required please) Mon 11 Mar 9:20am: Rm 1, 11am: Rm 2 & 
1:15pm: Rm 3 Wed 13 Mar 9:20am: Rm 4 & 11am: Rm 5 
LOWER MIDDLES 
Swimming Sports Wed 13th March school pool 
Assembly 2.15 p.m. school hall Thursday 14th March. 
Cable Bay visit Friday 15th March (bus trip) 
INTERMEDIATES 
House Swimming Sports - Friday, 15 March 9 - 12:25pm 

7 

18-22nd 
Mar

JUNIORS 
Taking Assembly, 2:15pm, school hall. Thursday 21 March 
LOWER MIDDLES 
  Camp Fri 22nd  5pm - 9am  Saturday 23rd March 
UPPER MIDDLES 
Interschool Swimming 19th March, Hampden Street Pool, PP 21st March 
St John in school 19/20th March. 
INTERMEDIATES 
Room 13 is on Camp  - Monday, 18 - 22 March 

8 

25-29nd 
Mar

UPPER MIDDLES 
Assembly 2:15pm - Hall 
INTERMEDIATES 
Room 14 is on camp 
Monday, 25 March to Friday, 29 March 
Intermediate Inter-school Swimming - Friday 

9 

1-5 April

LOWER MIDDLES 
World Water fundraiser 3rd April (in-school activity) 
INTERMEDIATES 
Room 15 is on Camp 
Monday, 1 April - Friday, 5 April

10 

8-12 April

HOLY WEEK  - parents you are welcome to join us.   
Mon: Juniors, Junior quad area, 2:25pm 
Tue: LM - outdoor stage (hall if wet) 2:15pm 
Wed: UM, hall 2:15pm 
Thur: Intermediates - outdoor stage (hall if wet) 2:15  
LOWER MIDDLES 
Market Day 10th April  School Hall 
UPPER MIDDLES 
A day in the life in the trenches / dress up day. 12th April.



GIFTED AND 
TALENTED: 

Does this sound like 
your child? 

Dear Parents / Caregivers, Renzulli and Reis (1985) 
claim that gifted and talented children “...are those 
possessing or capable of developing this 
composite set of traits and applying them to any 
potentially valuable area of human performance”. 

• Personality traits: 
• Vivid imagination 
• Intellectual curiosity 
• Rapid learning rate 
• Facility for abstraction 
• Acute self-awareness 
• Insightful 
• Early moral concern 
• Passion for learning 
• Powers of concentration 
• Analytical thinking 
• Divergent thinking/creativity 
• Keen sense of justice 
• Capacity for reflection 
• Need to understand 
• Need for mental stimulation 
• Exceptional reasoning ability 
• Perfectionism 
• Need for precision/logic 
• Excellent sense of humour 
• Sensitivity/empathy 
• Intensity 
• Perseverance 
• Complex thought processes 
• Nonconformity 
• Questioning rules/authority 
• Tendency to introversion 

Gagné (1995, 2008) noted that there was 
continuing confusion between the terms ‘gifted’ 
and ‘talented’ and developed a model to 
differentiate between the two. He defined 
giftedness as a naturally occurring ability, while the 
outward expression of that ability he labeled talent. 

Your child may demonstrate high ability in one or 
more areas and exhibit some or many of the above 
personality traits. Only, if you wish to nominate 
your child for consideration for the programme, 
please complete the information below. 

We will use information initially from four sources to 
assist with the identification of potential candidates 
for the programme: parent nomination, peer 
nomination, teacher nomination and Listening 
Comprehension (PAT) results. 

Students who obtain a high score in the above are 
then tested in the following areas: a speed-reading 
test, Ravens (academic) and Torrance (creativity). 
From there the highest scoring students will be 
offered a language-based extension programme of 
learning for one and a half hours on a Friday. 

Please email Liz George liz@stjohn.school.nz by 
Friday 23rd February. Thank you, Liz George, RM 7 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
Do your part and help our community by donating 
Items of food, ideally  

● Canned Foods 
● Animal Food 
● Pasta / dry foods 
● Barley Sugars / Sweets 
● Water 
● No baked goods 
● No bread 
● No Fruit 
● Just the basics 
● Must be sealed 



Students please bring your contribution to your 
class by Friday.  The councillors will collect from 
your classroom. From your councillors. 

JUNIOR 
SYNDICATE 
UPDATE 
The Junior Syndicate are a group of dedicated and 
motivated teachers doing their best to give your 
children a great start to their learning journeys. It is 
an important role to start our young children off 
with positive and motivating experiences to help 
set them up for the rest of their education. Each 
year we aim to create plenty of fun and relevant 
learning for our children. Some of the things we do 
are Jump Jam, Syndicate Phonics and plenty of fun 
get togethers for singing and prayer.  

Please do encourage your child to pack their own 
school bag, and to come into the school gate on 
their own. It is helpful for students to recognise 
their own articles of clothing and belongings 
(naming items will assist your child with this). The 
aim of classroom routines is to encourage the 
children to tidy and put things back, to look after 
their own property and to follow instructions and 
class rules. In following the our School Values 
‘Caring for Ourselves’, ‘Caring for Others’ and 
‘Caring for our World’. 

We are encouraging the children to think for 
themselves and to realise that their actions have 
consequences for others. While we provide strong 
pastoral care, your child has a key part to play in 
ensuring he/she is developing independence and 
behaving responsibly.  We expect students in the 
Juniors to respect others and their property, follow 
directions and instructions of all staff members, and 
to treat school property with care.  

Look out for two trips this term, one to the 
Museum and one to the Suter. We require parent 
support for both trips. 

★ Museum Trips (Week 3): Tue 19 Feb,10am: Rm 
2, 11:15am: Rm 1 & 1pm: Room 4.  Thurs 21 
Feb 10am: Rm 3 & 1pm: Rm 5 

★ Suter Trips (Week 6): Mon 11 Mar 9:20am: Rm 
1, 11am: Rm 2 & 1:15pm: Rm 3  Wed 13 Mar 
9:20am: Rm 4 & 11am: Rm 5 

We will hopefully see you at our Junior Welcome 
Liturgy on Tuesday 26 Feb (Week 4 of this term) in 
our Church at 9:15am. 

LOWER  
MIDDLES 
We are a team of four teachers, Teresa, Colleen, 
Antonio and Liz. Our key goals for our children this 
term are that they feel that their classroom is a safe 
and happy place where their cultures and identity 
are respected.  They are encouraged to contribute 
positively to the class community. We will use our 
school values to embed this message.  

As teachers we rely on you to support their learning 
to be  a caring class and it is really helpful when you 
keep in touch about your child’s life at home.  
Please do drop in when you want to check in on 
your child’s progress. We really  hope you will join 
us at our Whanau Welcome Evening,  which is all 
about building our community, welcoming families 
to school and to our syndicate! 

★ Museum Visit: [Room 8 Monday 18th Feb 10 
a.m.] [Room 7  Wednesday 20th 1p.m.] [Room 
7A Monday 18th Feb 1p.m.] [Room 6   
Wednesday 20th Feb 10a.m.]  $2 Museum fee 
please. 



★ Whanau Welcome Evening with shared kai: 
Tuesday 19th February  5.00 pm 

★ Tryathon Fundraiser:  Wednesday 27th February 
at 3.30 p.m. $3 entry please. 

★ St Johns Ambulance in-class training:Tuesday 
5th March $1 koha please. 

★ Swimming Sports: Wednesday 13th March at 
10.50 - 12.25 p.m. (parent help required) 

★ LM Assembly Thursday 14th  March 2.15 p.m. 
★ Seashore Visit: Friday 15th March -  leaving 

school at 09.30 a.m. on bus and returning at 
2.30p.m. (parent help required) This trip is free, 
thanks to The PTA 

★ Sleepover Camp: Friday 22nd March at 5.0 p.m. 
- Saturday 23rd at 9am( Parent help required) 

★ All payments can be made via school bank 
account # 12-3165-0072145-00 - please insert 
child’s name and activity. 

UPPER  
MIDDLES 
For many the step up to the Upper Middles is a big 
one.  It means taking care of a device, learning to 
work and be more independent and even 
attending a camp away from school.  But parents, 
please be rest assured, your child’s transition into 
the Upper Middles will be a gentle one.  This is due 
to the teachers in this syndicate taking time to work 
on relationships and connections.  We will be 
spending most of term one building relationships, 
routines and expectations as well as 
communicating openly with whānau.   
We have provided each student with a student 
diary.  This will be used for reminders, teaching the 
students how to become more independent, and a 
source of communication between school and 
home.  It will come home each day and worth 
reading to see if there is news from the day.  

The teachers of the Upper Middles are joining 
Matua Chris and will be, from the start of the year, 

known as Matua Nate, Whaea Renee and Whaea 
Ari.  We are a strong team of energetic and 
approachable teachers.  Please make sure to 
introduce yourself and have a chat over the first 
few weeks.  You are always welcome into our rooms 
and we look forward to getting to know you all.  

INTERMEDIATE 
UPDATE 
The intermediate maintains a positive environment 
where we strive to do our best in all areas.  Our 
expectations are that all students practice 
manaakitanga (the process of showing respect, 
generosity and care for others) always.  
Intermediate students are also expected to take 
personal responsibility to complete all school work 
and their independent study at home. This fosters 
their self-management skills, and in particular, helps 
them to organise their time around commitments 
and learn how to produce quality work by a 
deadline (a lifelong skill). We strongly believe in the 
home and school partnership and welcome you 
into school at any time.  We look forward to 
working together this year and are super excited to 
start the year with camp!  Nga mihi nui, the 
Intermediate Team. 

PTA 
The PTA will be holding the AGM on Monday 18th 
Feb at 7pm in the school staff room. There will be 
an election to fill various positions on the 
committee including chair and executive 
committee members. If you would like to be 
considered for any of the roles or are interested in 
helping then please come along. Drinks and 
nibbles provided. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES  
Happy New Year!!! I hope you and your family had 
a wonderful Christmas and New Year break!! 
  
Please continue to keep those affected by the 
devastating fires in your thoughts and prayers. We 
are very fortunate to have so many giving 
Emergency Services Personnel in our community 
who selflessly assist those in need – everyday. We 
thank you. 

We warmly welcome Mr Greg Wilson to the 
intermediate team and Michelle Anderson & 
Nathan Baxter to their new roles.  
  
There has been some real progress with our 
classroom building with the foundations complete 
with the completion date still scheduled for mid-
year!  

This month your Board of Trustees will come 
together again for a Strategic Planning session to 
develop and improve our school’s Charter and 
Strategic Plan. This is a very important document 
for our school as it identifies our key areas of focus 
in all areas of the curriculum, catholic character, 
cultural awareness, special needs, health and safety 
and the health and wellbeing of all staff and 
students. We send this to the Ministry of Education 
in March and will be available for you to view and 
download from our school website from that time.   
  
Take care and as always, I’m available for a chat. 
  
Warmest regards, Angela Osborne 
Chairperson, Board of Trustees. 
angelao@stjon.school.nz 

CHANGE OF STAFF 
MEETING TIME 
Monday Meeting. 

On Monday mornings our staff will be 
attending a before school meeting in the 
staffroom from 8:15am - 8:30am. We are 
trialling this extra meeting time this term.  
This means teachers won't be available or 
in their classrooms until after 8.30am.  
   



MESSAGE FROM  
MRS G 

Recognising The 
Presence Of God 

Where is God in challenging times? 
 
Significant events such as the fire experienced in 
our region help us to make sense of one aspect of 
our Catholic theology. 
 
During significant events the many alerts, 
evacuation notices, news bulletins and other can 
see our panic level rise.  We can feel very 
vulnerable and that we are not in control.   
 
When someone asks, “Where is God now? Why 
does he allow this?” our answer is that God is in 
those who help others and respond with service 
and compassion during times of trial and suffering. 
We are Christ’s body and form individual parts of it. 
We are the hands and feet of Christ in the world.  
 
We only need to look around our community this 
week to see the many acts of kindness, such as 
neighbours and friends checking in on one another 
and providing support in multiple ways - food, 
transport, accommodation, supportive messages 
and the list goes on. The selfless love of fellow 
citizens encourages each of us to do what we can 
for others, in this case, those affected by the fire. 
Young and old are ready to jump into action at 
times like this to help the coordinators of the 
emergency response in any way possibly. 
 
This is a time to stand beside our neighbours and 
to thank God for the generous spirit of many. 
Ultimately, God does not cause the fire or any 
disaster, but simply permits the natural way of the 
world, just as he does with the free will of human 

beings. Romans 8:28 tells us that God is always 
working for our good or working to bring about 
good and turn even a bad situation into a blessing. 
We can be comforted by this thought. During this 
time of hardship for many in our region, we pray 
that we may continue to come together and serve 
one another in order to bring good out of 
suffering. May we continue to be the hands and 
feet of Christ to our brothers and sisters, especially 
to those whose needs are greater than ours.  

Please know that my door is always open. 

Chris Gladstone  
Principal 
 


