
WELCOME  
Kia ora, Hello, Kamusta, Bonjour, Guten Tag, Hallo, 
Ciao, Kon'nichiwa,Annyeonghaseyo, Halēā, Nǐ hǎo, 
Olá, Sata srī akāla, Talofa, Helō, Hola,Vaṇakkam 

Walking around the school I see lots of very happy 
children who have settled beautifully into their 
classes with their teachers. I would like to 
acknowledge our hard working teachers and thank 
them for their exceptional commitment to our 
students and for being such wonderful role models 
of our School Values. 

OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

On Friday many of our teachers joined: Garin 
College, St Canices (Westport), St Marys 
(Blenheim), St Paul’s (RIchmond) and St Peter  
Chanel (Motueka) at the Commissioning Mass held 
at St Mary’s Church in Blenheim. Cardinal John 
Dew and Jenny Gordon (Vicar for Education) 
presented the following teachers with certificates:  
Religious Education Leadership Level 
Endorsement: Christine Gladstone, Stephanie 
Kean Teresa Coates. 

Religious Education Classroom level: Nicola 
Hewitt, Elizabeth George, Julie McHaffie, Colleen 
Nicholson, Michelle McLeod. 
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Religious Education Foundation level: Nathan 
Baxter, Antonio Sardella. 
We are truly blessed and very grateful to our 
teachers for working so diligently to gain higher 
qualifications in Religious Education. 
Whilst in Blenheim, Father Bill and I met with the 
other school’s principals and priests to review our 
Catholic Schools’ vision.         

NEWSLETTER  

Firstly, we would give a big thanks to Jodie 
Cameron for so generously giving her time to 
create such spectacular newsletters, and our St 
Joseph’s School website ( https://
www.stjosephsnelson.school.nz) in 2018. Jodie’s 
work commitments now preclude her from having 
time for this (although she has done both of the 
newsletters this year). The things you do for your 
Mum!  

We are in the process of reviewing the frequency 
and purpose of our newsletter. Currently, we do 
one newsletter in week 1 or 2 (depending on 
whether the first week is a short week), one week 5, 
and one in week 9 or 10. Over the last 2 years, we  
have shifted the purpose of the newsletter to one 
of informing parents (dates / what’s happening), 
and a celebration of students’ achievement. As I 
look around I see that teachers send out lots 
information to parents via weekly updates / emails, 
Dojo and SeeSaw… We are wondering whether 
two whole school newsletters (at the beginning of 
term and the end of term) might cater to your 
needs. We will ask you for your feedback in a 
survey.     

WHĀNAU HUI 

I would like to invite all parents and caregivers of 
Māori students at our school to a Whanau Hui to 
be held on Friday 8th March from 5:30pm to 7 pm.  

This will be an informal get together for whanau to 
make connections and chat.   Bring your children, 
some kai and swimming togs.  Due to the dry 
weather we will not have a BBQ going, but I will 
instead provide ice blocks and pizza for all the 
tamariki. After dinner we will move to the pool to 
give the kids (and maybe big kids) some fun.   Ngā 
mihi, Renee Jepson 

CYBER SAFETY 

As you may have seen on the News or in social 
media, the Momo challenge is topical at the 
moment. We have informed our students not to 
click on this if they come across it and to alert a 
parent immediately  if they do come across it. It 
may be a good opportunity to talk with your child 
about internet safety. It is also a good reminder to 
be aware of what content children are accessing 
online. Please remember John Parson’s number 
one rule to always have your child in the same 
room with you when they are accessing the 
Internet - do not allow a child to take a device into 
their bedroom. It’s yours and our responsibility to 
keep them cyber safe - a huge job that’s for sure.    

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR 
CONTACT DETAILS  

Please could you contact the office 
office@stjon.school.nz if you have new contact 
details  e.g. email, house, cellphone, emergency 
numbers. It is really important for us to have these 
details in case of an emergency.    



PTA WORKING BEE 

Thank you to the PTA team and workers for giving 
up their day to break up the tennis courts, so that 
the first phase of the Pump Track can begin. A 
giant effort! Well done! 

THEATRE GROUP 

Well done to Tiana and Elle for bringing to fruition 
their new initiative and starting a Theatre Group at 
lunchtime on a Wednesday. The students had lots 
of fun in a very well organised session.  

NEW REPORTING 
SYSTEM FOR 2019  

This year we are going to trial a new reporting 
system through LINC-ED (our Student 
Management System). This will replace our formal 
written reports. Our aim is to implement a robust 
system that allows teachers, parents, and students 
to access learning in an online environment that is 
secure and user friendly. We are excited to be able 
to share real time reporting with you and involve 
you in your child’s learning journey. Our goal is to 
share this with you  in week 8 of Term 2 (17/18th 
June).  
  
This new way of reporting to you allows teachers to 
share learning anytime, anywhere and this can be 
viewed on any device. The report is designed to 
build year on year so that over time you will have 
access to comments, assessments, images, video 
and helpful resources all in one place. We are 
excited about this new pathway for reporting.  

PTA WORKING BEE



SPEAKING YOUR TRUTH 

Thank you to the parents and caregivers who have 
taken time to speak their truth (to the right person). 
This potentially eliminates gossip and will help us 
to really know your child. You have heard me say 
this many times… it takes a village to raise a child. 
We are very happy to receive any comments, ideas 
or suggestions for improvement. 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT FOR 
TEACHERS 

On Monday 11th March at 1:30pm, the teachers 
will begin a 4 hour First Aid Course on site at St 
Joseph’s. They have already completed the 4 hours 
theory component for this course in their own time. 
SCHOOL WILL CARRY ON AS USUAL, however 
there will be a change in the programme for the 
afternoon.   

PAID UNION MEETING - 
Friday 22nd March - 
It’s Time/Kua Tae Te Wā 

You may remember that teachers and principals 
took strike action twice last year to send a message 
to the Government that more needed to be done 
to fix the teacher shortage and make teaching a 
more sustainable and attractive profession. 
After conversations with government in January, 
our union, NZEI Te Riu Roa, has agreed to return to 
formal negotiations with the Ministry.  The 
Government has continued to state that there is no 
more money to settle the agreements but we are 
continuing to campaign for a quality public 
education for every child.  We believe that winning 
more time to teach, a significant pay jolt to attract 
and keep people in teaching, and better 

resourcing for children with additional learning 
needs is as important as ever. 

Any progress in negotiations will be reported to 
teachers and principals at paid union meetings 
around the country in the week of March 18-22nd.  
These meetings will be held during school time. St 
Joseph’s School has decided the following plan of 
action.  

Public polling has showed continued strong 
support for what we are trying to achieve for our 
students and the future of the teaching profession.  
Parents in particular see the struggles we already 
face in hiring teachers and finding relievers when 
teachers are sick.   

ST JOSEPH’S  SCHOOL WILL REMAIN 
OPEN FOR INSTRUCTION on Friday 

22nd March , HOWEVER, IF YOU 

WISH TO TAKE YOUR CHILD HOME AT 
12:25 ON FRIDAY, please advise via 

office@stjon.school.nz   
by Monday 11th March.  

We greatly appreciate your continued support as 
we continue our campaign to ensure every child 
gets the best possible teaching and learning. 

2019 - School Terms  



Junior news  
The Juniors had a special ‘Welcome Liturgy’. We 
spoke, we prayed, we sang and we signed 
together. Thank you to everyone who came along 
to support us. 

We enjoyed Shrove Tuesday in the Juniors. We ate 
pancakes and had pancake races! A huge thank 
you to our Teacher Aides who supported us to 
help this happen. It was so fun! 

Look at the progress of our new classrooms!



Lower middles 
We are excited to meet our Big Buddies for the first time this week! 

upper 
middles 
The students of the Upper 
Middles have been working 
hard on their 
communication during 
group work in maths.  Here 
is a snippet of what the 
students in Room 9 have 
been doing. 



 

WEETBIX TRYATHALON 

Well done to the students who participated in the 
Weetbix Tryathalon. It was awesome to see so 
many students swimming, biking and running their 
way to their gold medal.     

INTERMEDIATE 
UPDATE 
The Intermediate students are working hard to 
plan their camp later this term … we are really 
looking forward to taking our in-class learning out 
into the real world when we tramp the Abel 
Tasman and eat the food from the menu we have 
designed and use the cookers we have 
purchased !! 



PTA 
Thank you to those who attended the recent 

PTA AGM. A new executive 
committee was elected 

at the meeting, 
Chairperson Debbie 

Heaphy, Vice chair Alaina Potter, 
Secretary Helena Ventura, Treasurer 
Nicole Hogan. Committee Chris 

Gladstone, Joanna Perrett, Fiona McNeill, 
Carly Angus and Joanna Holer.  

The PTA are looking forward to another year 
working with the school community organising the 
annual events and some new ones in the planning. 
It has already been a fun start to the first term 
assisting with the Lower Middles triathlon and 
Cable Bay trip, Weet-Bix Triathlon and the ‘ Bikes in 
schools’ pump and bike track. The next meeting is 
Monday 18th March in the staffroom at 7pm. We 
welcome anyone who would like to attend as well 
as any fresh new ideas 

FATHER BILL’S 
CORNER 
ALTAR SERVERS - we are now undergoing a 
change of personnel in this ministry. For the last 
couple of years we have had a good strong team 
of altar servers at both St Mary’s Church and St 
Francis of Assisi Church. Thanks to Nic Hewitt we 
have put out the invitation for more young people 
to serve. Tues afternoon a list of 24 names have 
replied. That is amazing!!!!! Training will be under  

way over the coming week and all 
these servers will be commissioned. So watch 
this space - Father Bill  

Mrs G’S 
REFLECTION 
Luke 6:38 "Give and gifts will be given to you."  

It was a privilege to listen to Cardinal John’s 
Breakfast address on Stewardship last Saturday in 
Blenheim. Cardinal John had many noteworthy 
points to ponder.  I would like to share the 
following...   

Empty yourself so that you can be a steward of 
the gifts God has given us 
Everything is a gift from God 
Gratitude brings us happiness, we can’t count 
the cost. 
Filled with God = magnanimity, generosity, 
enthusiasm  

Pope Francis, reminds us... 
‘In the end, everything has been entrusted to our 
protection, and all of us are responsible for it. Be 
protectors of God’s gifts!’  

We give thanks for the many gifts we have been 
blessed with at St Joseph’s School, particularly the 
gifts of our very precious tamariki (children) and 
kaiako (teachers). We work hard to be protectors of 
the gifts God has given us and thank you for the 
many ways in which you support us to carry out this 
very special mission.   

My door is always open 
Chris Gladstone


