
Hello, Kamusta, Bonjour, Guten Tag, 

Hallo, Ciao, Kon’nichiwa, Halēā, Nǐ 

hǎo, Annyeonghaseyo, Ol., Sata srī 

akāla, Talofa, Helō, Hola, Vanakkam 

HOLY WEEK 
Congratulations to our students for their respectful 
and professional presentations of: Palm Sunday 
(Juniors), The Last Supper (Lower Middles), and The 
Stations of the Cross (Upper Middles and 
Intermediates). This was a very visible and clear 
encounter with Christ for both the participants and 
the audience. The students, when questioned at the 
end of each presentation, could clearly articulate 

their understanding, and the impact this had had 
on them in their lives today. The drama 
presentations were an outstanding example of 
collaboratively constructed, cooperative learning 
in RE. Thank you.  

FATHER JOHN PEARCE 
Our heartfelt sympathy has been extended to St 
Mary’s school in Blenheim in their very recent loss 
of their very loved and respected Parish Priest 
Father John Pearce.    
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St Joseph’s Day 
St Joseph’s Day was a fabulous day! We began 
the day with an inspirational Mass thanks to Steph 
Kean (DRS) and Father Bill.  Maureen Phillips (St 
Paul’s) and John McGuire (Garin) attended the 
Mass with two student representatives. The two 
students from Garin were former St Joseph’s 
students, Vivianne and Kivido.    

The students have been learning about the many 
children in South Sudan living with poverty or 
injustice. On St Joseph’s Day, each syndicate 
undertook a challenge that was aimed to bring 
them closer to the plight of more than four million 
South Sudanese who have been displaced from 
their homes due to ongoing conflict and food 
insecurity. Through the Caritas unit, we were 
encouraged to Sweat it, Move it, Live it for South 
Sudan  Our syndicates chose: 
Juniors - Sweat It - with Jump Jam and a walk 
through Willow Walk. 
Lower Middles - Move It - carried water around 
school in relay (6 laps). 
Upper Middles - Live It - met at Neale Park at 8.00 
am to walk to school. Morning tea was at 11.00am 
in the style of a Sudan school day and then they 
cleaned/tidied around the school to help Mr 
Schipper.  

Intermediates - Live it - students experienced a 
whole class lesson on dictation and copying from 
the board Teachers modeled ‘discipline’ methods 
found in South Sudanese schools. Students then 
assisted tidying up in the pump track area. They 
then cooked sogsojourn on their camp cookers 
and walked up the Grampians. 

Students did not use electricity or devices for the 
day, and  all students met at lunchtime to eat their 
lunch, which consisted solely of a bowl of rice. 
Students brought  a gold coin donation for Caritas. 
Lots of very valuable learning and new 
understanding was evident!  



CARITAS 

The social action learning (to do) for The Lower 
Middles’ Term 1 RE unit ‘To Love, To Be, To Do’ 
culminated in a very successful Market Day. The 
student created their own little business and then 
traded their wares in the hall  They raised $669 for 
Caritas. Well done!   

Catholic Education 
Advisory Service 
We have recently had Frank Wafer and Alan Grant 
from the Catholic Education Advisory Service 
working with us at school and with the board. They 
have both been helping us learn how to 
strengthen our practice in our Catholic school.  

CATHOLIC CHARACTER 
SURVEY 
Thank you to the 27 families who took time to give 
us valuable feedback re the Catholic Character of 
our school. First glance indicates that you believe 
you have a sound understanding of the way we are 
growing Catholic character at our school. You have 
also provided some great ideas for how we could 
strengthen our interactions with you, our parent 
community.  A comprehensive report will be 
shared with you when the data from staff, students 
and parents/whānau is analysed.  

SAVE THE DATES 
Parents and caregivers, you are warmly invited to 
join in the following Masses in St Mary’s Church - 
Pentecost - Sunday 9th June 10:30 am and the 
Feast of Assumption Thursday 15th August 9:30 
am. Our students will be involved in the: readings, 
prayers, artwork, music, drama… Please save the 
date. 

Coming up - Catholic 
Schools’ Day 28 May
Information will be shared soon.

ANZAC DAY 
Hopefully, you were 
lucky enough to see 
the Upper Middles’ 
assembly based last 
term, based on their 
learning about 
ANZAC. It was 
amazing! As a result 
of this learning, a  
number of students 
from St Joseph’s 
attended the ANZAC
Dawn Parade. The Upper Middles placed their 
handmade wreath on the cenotaph in ANZAC Park 
during the parade.     

GARIN COLLEGE VISIT 
28 May at 1:30 pm - Garin College will do a small 
presentation for the year 5-8 students (parents are 
invited). This will include music and information 
helpful for students and parents about Garin 
College.

GARIN COLLEGE
24 July  -  Parent Open Evening 7.00pm 

31 July - Student Open Day 12noon  2.20pm   



GARIN COLLEGE 

Important Enrolment Dates to Remember 

Open Evening 7-9pm, 24 July 2019 

Open Day 12.00-2.30pm, 31 July 2019 

Enrolments close 23 August 2019 

Orientation Day 15 November 2019 

Scholarships - Following the wonderfully generous donation to Garin 

College from Nancy May Black (known as Twinkle to most) the College is 

privileged to offer a number of Scholarships at Garin. 

Applications are encouraged from those students who are able to 

demonstrate outstanding potential in academic, sporting, cultural, 

leadership and faith based activities and also those in need of financial 

support to attend the College. 

Scholarships available include: 
● Catholic Character

● Academic

● Sporting

● Arts and Performing Arts

● Financial Aid

Scholarship Applications close 23 August 2019 

For further information and for a scholarship application form, please contact Shona 
Erasmuson, Ph 543 9488 or email shonaerasmuson@cloud.garincollege.ac.nz or visit our 
website www.garincollege.ac.nz for an application pack. 

ENROL NOW 



It's Fantastic That You 
Have Made The Choice For 
Catholic Education For 
Your ChiLd/Ren 
We are delighted to have you in our school community. As a 
special character school, our very reason for existence is to 
nurture and grow our Catholic faith. 

In response to the feedback we received from our Catholic 
Character consultation, we warmly invite all parents/
caregivers to join in a conversation about how you 
can best support us, and we you, in terms of faith education. 

It would be very powerful for you to understand a little more 
what we are doing at school so that mutually we can benefit 
from the most inclusive experience possible.  

Do come and join us as we unpack a little bit about what the 
teaching In Religious Education at St Joseph’s School looks 
like.   

Chris Duthie-Jung is the Leader of Family and Young Church 
Ministries in the Wellington Diocese, and he will lead the 
session on Tuesday 28th May  2pm - 2.50pm in the Parish 
Room.  

Please indicate via email office@stjon.school.nz if you are able 
to attend.    

We look forward to seeing you.  



WELCOME TO MARIA 
LITTLE  
A very warm welcome to Mrs Maria Little the new 
teacher in Room 3. We are all so excited to have 
Maria join us at St Joseph’s.  

Paid Union Meeting 
A reminder that this week teachers will be 
attending Paid Union Meetings this week, however 
school will remain open and it will be business as 
usual.  

N.B. PROPOSED TEACHER ACTION DAY - IF THIS 
GOES AHEAD SCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED 
WEDNESDAY 29th May.  

ASSEMBLIES / MATARIKI - 
13th June at 5:00 pm 
Syndicate assemblies will be replaced this term 
with a whole school presentation for Matariki on 
the 13th June at 5:00 pm. Please make sure you 
save the date for this. Last year’s was spectacular!  

The Principal’s Assembly takes place in Week 2. 
During this time our new students are welcomed 
with a pōwhiri, Spirit of St Joseph’s Badges and 
other badges are given out, and we finish with a 
themed presentation. We welcome the following 
students and their families to our school, Aaliyah  
Arps, Harlow  Beel, Caoimhe Cuthill, Harriet  
Faulkner, Roman Flintoft, Louis Goodman, Flyn 
Jack, Matthaeus Kwan, Boh MacDonald, Sylvia 
Moanibeia, Arlo Donnell, Farrah Stanar, 
Gianluca Stevens, Pia Tietjens and Joseph 
Warland.   

COUNCILLORS 

Congratulations to the new councillors this term: 
Claudia Esme, Maria, William, Charlie, Madison 
and Connor. During their first meeting they 
brought lots of great ideas to discuss.  

ROAD SAFETY WEEK 
This week is Road Safety Week - the message is to 

save lives and slow down.   

SPORTS UNIFORM 
Students are now training for Cross Country and 
should have running shoes and school PE uniform 
at school every day.   

CONCERNS 
Please know that if you have a concern, your first 
port of call is the classroom teacher. Next, you may 
wish to speak to the Team Leader: Juniors - Mrs 
Malthus, Lower Middles, Mrs George - Upper 
Middles - Mrs Jepson, Intermediates - Mrs Hewitt. If 
your concern is what you would consider serious, 
or if you have tried the before mentioned options, 
then please feel free to speak to me. I encourage 
parents to speak their truth to the right person. 
Timely communication is essential.  

THANK YOU TO PARENTS 
INVOLVED WITH SPORT 
A big thank you to the parents who support our St 
Joseph’s students by coaching teams and 
transporting players to practices and games. We 
are very grateful.  



St Joseph’s School 
Cross Country 2019 

Attention: All parents/caregivers  

Venue: Branford Park, Maitai Valley.  
Date: Friday 31st May 2019.  Postponement 
day Friday, June 7th. 

Time: All students will be assembled in the 
marshalling area by 10:30 am, for a race briefing. 
Race one should get underway soon after. The last 
race should be finished before 1pm. Certificates 
for the top three placegetters in each race will be 
presented at the next assembly. The first 5 finishers 
in each race will be given 10 house points. Each 
student who participates will be given 1 house 
point. The winning house will be announced on 
the day.  

Distances:  
Races Junior: 500m 
Races Lower Middles: 1km 
Races Upper Middles: 1.5 km 
Races Intermediate: 2 km 

Postponement: To be announced on the 
Facebook page and on Linc Ed for teachers. 

Marshall/Volunteer: This event is not possible 
without amazing marshalls or parent volunteers. It 
is essential that we have a number of volunteers to 
make this event inclusive, challenging and safe for 
all students. Can any parents wanting to support 
this event please email Mr Baxter: 
nathan.baxter@stjosephsnelson.school.nz  

Parking: There is limited parking on both sides of 
the road. Cars may need to park beyond the venue 
so please be aware a short walk may be involved. 

Clothes: Students are to attend school in their 
house colours. These clothes must be suitable to 
run Cross Country in. Students must have correct 

footwear and a warm jacket/jumper for after the 
race. It is possible students will get muddy so a 
towel and change of clothes for after the race will 
be best. 

Clothes Checklist: 

House colours 
Warm jacket 
Running shoes 
Change of clothes for after the race 
Towel 

Footwear is essential. All participants are required 
to run in shoes.  Running shoes with spikes are 
allowed. 

If you have any queries, please feel free to contact 
me. 

Thank you, 
Nate Baxter 
St Joseph’s School.  
Email: nathan.baxter@stjosephsnelson.school.nz 

PROGRESS REPORTS AND 
STUDENT LED HUI 
Following on from our successful parent hui last 
year we will continue with the same format.  
Research states that your child is the best person 
to tell you about their learning and this, in turn, 
improves their learning outcomes by building their 
motivation for learning, enhancing their self-
esteem and enabling them to take specific 
responsibility for doing the ‘work of the learning’.   

Very soon you will be emailed a link to the booking 
form so that you can book a progress hui. With 
regard to your child’s written report as previously 
mentioned, we are moving to an online reporting 
system. You will receive detailed information on 
how to log-in for this in an email the week of your 
progress hui. Reports will go live on Monday, 24th 



of June 2019. This is a big shift for our teachers 
moving onto this new platform. You can expect a 
reading, writing maths, RE and a general comment 
on your child’s report. Over time, teachers will be 
adding examples of your child’s learning. For this 
round of reporting, you can see examples of your 
child’s learning at their Progress Hui.     

Wednesday 26th June - Lower Middles only 3:15 
pm - 5:15 pm.   
Thursday 27th June - Progress Hui for all classes 
Room 1-15 (except Rm 5), 1:30 pm - 7:30 pm. 
Students in Year 4 through to Year 8 are expected 
to accompany their parents/caregivers to the hui.   

UPCOMING BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES 

ELECTIONS
We are in search of

5 parent
trustees. 
What does a Trustee do? 
Trustees on a school board of trustees work 
together to make sure every child/ tamariki 
reaches their highest possible standard in 
educational achievement. As part of that key 
responsibility, here are some of the things 
boards do: 
• Work with the principal and consult with staff,
students and the community 
• Set the educational goals and strategic
direction of the school 
• Decide how the school's funding will be
spent 
• Support the school's principal and support
the development of all staff 
• Oversee the management of staff, property,
finances, curriculum and administration. 

For our board to be the best it can be we need 
people around the board table with a range of 
these competencies, skills and personal 
qualities. 

GENERAL COMPETENCIES 
Visionary leadership - Strategic thinkers - 
Analytical thinkers - Practical people - People 
who can communicate well - Team players 

HELPFUL SKILLS 
Strategic expertise - Financial understanding - 
Legal understanding - Risk management - 
People management - Knowledge of 
education environment 

PERSONAL QUALITIES 
Integrity - Curiosity - Courage - Interpersonal 
skills - Genuine interest in the school and its 
students - time and commitment - Willingness 
to learn 

Nomination forms will be sent 
OUT SOON.  
As always, if you have any queries, feel free to 
contact me on angelao@stjon.school.nz or you 
can contact the returning officers Justin and 
Jade on office@stjosephsnelson.school.nz. 

 Warmest regards 
Angela Osborne, Board Chair, St Joseph’s 
School, Nelson



UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 2 2019
Week Syndicate important dates times / events 

Week 1 
29th April- 3rd May

Monday 29th: UM Book Tasting (Middle Block) 
Whole School - St Joseph’s Day, Thursday 2 May

Week 2 
6th May - 10th May

Juniors - Mothers Day Liturgy - Friday 10 May, 9am (Church) 

Lower Middles Apple Picking Morning at Vailima Orchards: Thursday 9th May  

UM Mother’s Day High Tea Thursday at 11:00 am in the hall

Week 3 
13th - 17th May

Juniors - Whole Syndicate - Autumn Walk to the Botanics, Thurs 16 May, leaving 11am, 
take lunch there. Walk back afternoon around 2pm. 
Lower Middles Suter Visits  
Room 8 Monday 13th May, 
Room 7A Tuesday 14th May, 
Room 6 Wednesday 15th May - all at 1.15p.m. 
Tuesday 14th: UM Rippa Tourn (PP 16th May) 
Intermediate:  
Vaccinations @ 9.30 am Tuesday 14th May 
Sports Extension: 1.30 Thursday 16th May 
Wednesday, 15 May 2019 Interschools Chess Tournament at Nayland College 9 am - 2:15 
pm

Week 4 
20th-24th May 

Suter Visit Room 7 Monday 20 May  1.15 pm 
Friday, 24 May Mass of Creativity at Garin College (Selected students only.)

Week 5 
27th -31st May

Monday - ROCK DA HOUSE PRACTISE with John Phillips in our hall : 9.45 - 11.45am. 

Lower Middles Museum Visits:  
May 27th Room 7a departing school at 12.40 pm.  
May 28th Room 8 departing school 9.20 a.m  
May 28th Room 7 departing school 10.40 a.m.   
May 28th Room 6 departing school 12.40 p.m. 

UM Museum Visit: Rm 9 -May 27th 9.30 and Rm 10 - 11.00 and Room 11 -29th May at 
9.30 and Room 12 - 11.00  

Wed 29 May NZEI  proposed strike day - school will be closed if this goes ahead.   

Whole school cross country @ 11am 31st May at Branford park. 

Intermediate Sports Extension @ 1.30 Thursday 

Tuesday, 28 May Catholic Schools Day (More information to follow.) 

Friday,31  May - Whole School Cross Country Branford Park

Week 6 
3-7th June

Intermediate Sports Extension - 1.30 pm Thursday



Week 7 
10th - 14th June

Matariki  School Event Thursday 13th June at 5.00 pm. Please save the Date.

13th June House Cross Country 
Intermediate Attitude Presentation on Tuesday 11th June, 9 -10 am

Week 8 
17th-21st June

Junior Suter Trips: 9.20am -  Room 1 - 17th June ,  Room 2-  18th June,,  Room 3 - 19th 
June 

20 June - Garin College - Mahi Toi 11.05-12.45. Y7&8 attend.Small group from Kapa Haka 
to perform (20 mins at Garin. ) 

Intermediate: 
Museum Visits Monday 17th June: 9.30 Room 14, 11.00 Room 15 and 1.00pm Room 13 
Sports Extension at 1.30 Thursday 
Interschool Relays at Saxton Field, Friday 21st June.

Week 9 
24- 28th June

Juniors, LM, UM: The Hare and The Tortoise Monday 24 June 2:00pm in hall 

Junior Suter Trips: Room 4 - 25th June,  Room 5 - 26th of June.  

25th: UM Rippa Finals 

Intermediate: 
Progress Hui at 1.30 Thursday 27th June 

Interschool Cross country at Rabbit Island Friday 28th June.

Week 10 
1st-5th July

Intermediate: 
Sports Extension @ 1.30 Thursday.



JUNIORS' news 
The Juniors completed our Caritas Challenge. We 
learnt about South Sudan. 
We walked and participated in Jump Jam. Then we 
ate plain white rice for lunch along with the rest of 
the school. Experiencing in a very small way, the 
life of a South Sudanese child. 

SOME REFLECTIONS FROM 
OUR DAY 

In South Sudan there can be up to 125 children in 
a class. They put their blackboard on a tree and 
their classroom is outside. There are 16 children in 
our class. We have a classroom. 
Phoebe 

I am turning on the tap for water. In South Sudan 
people have to go to wells to get their water. Freya 

In New Zealand we live in houses with nice roads. 
In South Sudan lots of people live in tents with dirt 
roads. Harry 

In South Sudan it can be dangerous to walk to 
school. The children walk and run a long way by 
themselves to get to school. I come to school in a 
car with Mum and my sister. I feel safe. 
Oliver 



WELCOME MRS LITTLE 
We are very lucky to 
have a wonderful, 
kind new teacher 
join us in the Junior 
Syndicate. Room 3 is 
already a fun, bright 
place of learning 
with happy, buzzing 
students. A very 
warm welcome to 
Mrs Maria Little. 

Please help her feel welcome if you see her. 

LOWER MIDDLES' 
UPDATE 
Drought 
By Poppy Sheehan, Room 7 

Sweltering hot sun beating, beating, beating. 
Dazed animals sweating on a stone. 
Grass scorching, scorching, scorching. 
Birds stomachs empty to the bone. 

Bushes crumpling, crumpling, crumpling. 
Dust seeping into the air . 
Mud craciling, craciling, craciling. 
Clouds white and bare. 

Hills towering, towering, towering. 
All around heat haze sickly to glimpse at. 
Plants dying, dying, dying. 
Hills only thing in sight not even a cat.   

The Lower Middles carried 4 Litres of water each 
for six laps of the school. We were trying to walk in 
the shoes of children who are unable to go to 

school because it is their job to travel that distance 
twice a day to fetch water for their families. 

UPPER MIDDLES' 
UPDATE 

ANZAC DAY 

The Upper Middles concluded their learning on 
the ANZACS with a fun interactive day on the last 
day of term.  We had a morning full of military 
training and experiencing life in the trenches. 



St Joseph’s Day  
The Upper Middles got into the spirit and walked 
to school together on St Joseph’s Day, just as the 
students from South Sudan do.  They then ate a 
simple lunch in keeping with the life of a South 
Sudanese student 

INTERMEDIATES' 
NEWS 
The Intermediate had a wonderful time celebrating 
St Joseph’s Day and enjoyed ‘living a day in the life 
of a South Sudanese school student’.  We rote 
learned our times-tables, completed our dictation, 
performed service and ate sogsojourn as our only 
meal! We also participated in a lovely Mass at the 
beginning of the day celebrating St Joseph! 



FATHER BILL’S CORNER 
FIRST RECONCILIATION is now under way. We had a good Parent Evening 
Sun 28 April. Thank you to all who attended. The children were presented at 
the parish masses last weekend and shared their first session with Ali and 
myself last Sunday morning. The second children’s session is this coming Sun 
12 May 11.30am-12.15pm in the St Mary’s Meeting Room.

ALTAR SERVERS
A new band of servers are ready 
to be commissioned and begin 
their ministry at the parish 
masses. Thanks you to those who 
have put themselves forward.

First Reconciliation will be celebrated 2pm Sun 19 May at St Mary’s Church.

Please keep the following students in your prayers as they begin their First Reconciliation: 
Mary Angus, Freya Mawdsley, Ilaria Pessione, Miley Osborne, Amelia Seifried, Hilary Suan, 
Luca Bianchi, Liana Schryvers, Jack Hall, Pheonix Ellery, Anouk Ranieri, Joe Boyce, Sam 
Boyce, Kobe Madden and Christopher Geen.

SISTER MARIA
Thank you to Sister Maria for gifting your 
beautiful shell collection and stories about the 
shells to our Year 3 and 4 students in Room 6. 
As you can see, they are very treasured.



School Donation Request

At St Joseph’s we are continually striving to provide high quality, future focused education for 
all of our learners. While our learners have the benefit of resources, facilities and learning 
opportunities that we can all be very proud of, these do come at a financial cost to the school.
As families you pay attendance dues to the Archdiocese of Wellington, who collect and 
administer these funds on behalf of the Proprietor (the owner of our buildings). These funds are 
used to finance property related costs throughout the Archdiocese, such as loan repayments, 
new buildings, essential property maintenance, and insurance. These funds are prioritised to go 
to the schools that need them.
We operate on a grant received from the government. This grant covers only the fundamental 
requirements of our school such as general operating costs and the employment of our 
teaching staff.
In order to enhance the learning opportunities we provide your children with beyond the 
fundamentals funded by the government, the Board would therefore like to invite our families 
to partner with St Joseph’s through the payment of a school donation. 

What will our donation pay for?
Any donations received are targeted towards the purchase of school resources such as library 
books, audio visual equipment, IT resources and sporting equipment. The funds also make a 
major contribution to the employment of specialist teaching staff and teacher aides within the 
school. 
In addition the funds are used to assist in running programmes for our students that provide 
them with the opportunity to expand their horizons and experiences in a number of different 
ways. These funds support all learners. 

How much is the donation?
Any donation amount will be put to good use for our students. Any amount you can donate will 
be greatly appreciated.
For any donations over $50 a receipt will be issued on request and this may be used for tax 
deduction purposes. You can refer to www.schoolrebates.co.nz for assistance with this process 
if need be. You should be able to claim up to one third of your donation back.
Remember any donation helps.  

How do I pay the donation?
You can pay the school directly online at 12-3165-0072145-00 with your family name and the 
reference ‘donation’.
We are grateful for any assistance you can offer us by way of this donation as we know it will 
only enhance the opportunities we provide for your children.  Your help is sincerely 
appreciated.



During last week’s morning tea karakia, Tracy Malthus shared the following 
Prayer to St Joseph with our staff.

Joseph was close to Christ and 
Mary. He worked with noble 
dignity and lived with them in 
poverty. He was honest, humble, 
faithful and charitable. 

E te Ariki, Lord, open our hearts so 
that we might follow his example 
and live our lives with love. 

God Bless 
Chris 
Gladstone 

Please remember, my door is 
always open.

Mrs G’s REFLECTION




