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Hello, Kia Ora, Kamusta, Bonjour, Guten Tag, Hallo, Ciao, Kon’nichiwa, Annyeonghaseyo, Halēā, 
Nǐ hǎo, Ol., Sata srī akāla, Talofa, Helō, Hola,Vaṇakkam, Zdravo, Dia dhuit, Kam na mauri. 

OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOL

SACRAMENT OF THE EUCHARIST 

Last Sunday 15, of our students received 
the Sacrament of the Eucharist. A big 
thanks to the families involved for 
supporting your children so well, and to 
Father Bill and Demelza for their 
amazing efforts behind the scenes.

THE BIG GIVE 

Radio host Blair Kiddey came to school 
last Friday  to collect the money and 
presents students had raised for the Big 
Give in Nelson. Their efforts went 
towards helping 300 Nelson families at 
Christmas. Thanks for your very 
generous support.



National Standards 
Student Achievement – 
Report to the Community 

Outlined below is the National Standards data 
collected in 2017. This year Maths has been our 
school-wide focus. The staff worked to raise our 
evaluative capability in maths, with Cat Dempsey 
(Ministry of Education Student Achievement 
Function) facilitator in term 1 and term 2. Our 
SAF team (Student Achievement Function) then 
lead the professional development for terms 3 
and 4.   

WHAT CAN BE EVIDENCED IN MATHS          
AT OUR SCHOOL? 

Working walls, maths talk, unpacking of 
research, learning intentions co-constructed 
success criteria, rich / authentic maths tasks, 
exemplars of students learning in maths 
displayed in class and shared with parents / 

caregivers, evidence of students’ thinking in 
modelling books, teacher inquiry, understanding 
of what maths learning looks like in other 
syndicates, sharing of effective practice, 
meaningful professional discussions about 
students’ learning and our teaching, refined data 
gathering processes, tracking of student 
achievement, analysis /drilling down of data, 
goal setting, Growth Mindset, a more robust and 
transparent moderating practice to support ITJ’s 
and OTJ’s, student voice, teacher observations, 
and reflective practice both for students and 
teachers. 

One of the biggest highlights is seeing the 
improved confidence and positive attitudes 
towards maths for both the students and the 
staff.    

Our student achievement results for the National 
Standard for Maths in 2017 shows that 81.9% 
(299/365), are achieving at or above; 64.3% (27) 
of our Māori students are at or above, and 71.4% 
(10) of our Pasifika Students are at or above.  



 

There are more males represented in the well 
below/below category for writing and more 
females in the well below/below category for 
maths. Statistically, the results for males and 
females are similar in reading. 

This year we had ALL’s (Accelerated Learning in 
Literacy) and ALiM (Accelerated Learning in 
Maths) operating in our school. These 
programmes significantly helped to accelerate 
our students learning in maths and writing.   

The core business of our school is to raise student 
achievement. Data is used to inform next steps in 

our teaching and learning: we set annual targets 
to specifically address areas of concern, set goals 
with students, identify target and priority learners, 
attend professional development and the Board 
supports student achievement through the 
employment of additional Teacher Aides. 

The school wide professional development focus 
in 2018 will be in Maths, refining our practice and 
embedding our new learning and systems. 

A huge congratulations to our staff for achieving 
great results in 2017,  and best wishes for a well 
earned holiday.

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION
St Joseph's School has an active PTA fundraising group. They organise events to build the community 
spirit in the school as well as funds. This year they had a very successful Quiz Evening, Mother’s Day 
movie night, children's disco (where they trialled a photo booth) and students movie night.  They set up 
a marquee (where they were going to do sausages and ice blocks for the Weetbix try, but weather 
prevented this). Instead, they did free sausages for the whole school the following Monday. On 
St Joseph’s Day there was a $2 sausage sizzle for the whole school (no child missed out - if money an 
issue it was sorted) this will now be an annual event.  They invited John Parsons to speak on internet 
safety, made school lunches and had a school family come in to sell Gelato (again no child missed out 
due to money). They also will provide dinner at the School Christmas concert (so parents and children 
can come early, have dinner and enjoy catching up) and they will hand out ice blocks.  A parents versus 
students touch game was organised and this was so successful, they will make this an annual event.

PTA CONTRIBUTIONS THIS YEAR:  

• Outdoor classroom Juniors - $27,000 
• Log seat outdoor classroom - $680 
• Sausages Sizzle for the school - $380 
• Sandpit design  - $420 
• Ipads - $2,252 
• Matariki (Juniors) - $113 
• Teacher’s morning tea (half cost) - 

$56 
• Aquabot kits - $225 
• John Parsons ‘Keeping your Child 

Safe Online’ x 2 - $60 

Total Spent:$31,186 

NEXT YEAR’S PROJECTS:  

• Installation of Tiger Turf in the junior 
playground - this should happen over 
the Christmas Break. 

• Pump Track, free play area, gardens, 
cross country track - ties in with 
Bronte Street Footpath(by council) - 
hopefully first term 

• Carving of the seat in juniors 

• Fund a person to apply for grants 

• Gala 4th Term 

• Working Bee 

• School Disco 

• Parents versus students touch game 
with a sausage sizzle. 

• Mothers Day movie night 

• Children's movie night 

• Sausage Sizzle at Weetbix Try 

• Sausage Sizzle St Joseph Day 

• Matariki - juniors 

• Dinner at Xmas concert



 

MR TIM CROSS 
Mr Cross has been somewhat of a legend at our school, and after 37 years of teaching – 30 
of those years of dedicated teaching and service at St Joseph’s, he will retire at the end of 
the year. Mr Cross will be remembered by many students and staff for: 

• being a great male role model 

• achieving outstanding personal results as an athlete in athletics (National Level) 

• encouraging and coaching many students to achieve their potential in sport and 
speeches - with excellent results 

• his wicked sense of humour and wit 

• his ability to create great spoonerisms 

• how when he gets a haircut he has “Mowed the lawns.” 

• his ability to rename students such as: Honey on Toast, Vienna Bread, Go with 
the Flo, Abel Tasmyn, The girl with the one million dollar smile, Turn the Paige… 

• his nickname - The Silver (Ag) Fox 

• cool socks 

• loves apples 

• keeper of the PE shed 

• Science Fair judge 

• growing our school culture through his genuine care and concern for students 

• organising sporting opportunities for students across the school 

• teaching over 1110+ children in his class alone 

• leading by example, like running with the students 

But most of all, Mr Cross has been an all-round good guy, a great teacher and leaves behind 
him an amazing legacy. We will see Mr Cross around next year as he will pop in to do a bit of 
relieving. Thank you for all that you have been and given to our school Mr Cross. We will 
remember you.

Bon Voyage



  MRS VAL FITZSIMONS 

Mrs Fitzsimons is retiring at the end of the year (after 20 years of sterling service) to go 
adventuring around New Zealand, and to spend quality time with her recently retired 
husband Mike. The title Mrs Fitzsimons has been given by the children is ‘the Maths Lady’ 
and she certainly is. Her passion, expertise and love for maths has been willingly shared with 
students and staff. She will be remembered for making maths fun and for teaching in a way 
that the students really “get it.” Mrs Fitzsimons will also be remembered for: 

• her outstanding home made contributions to morning tea 

• her beautiful singing voice 

• encouraging students above and beyond 

• spot it awards 

• hours of preparing maths resources 

• being our ‘Maths Queen Bee’ or as Honey said, “The Beyonce of Maths” 

Thank you Val, for your many contributions to growing our school culture and for actively 
caring and supporting students and staff at St Joseph’s in so many ways. You will be missed. 

SANDRA (AKA GRANDMA) 

Sandra has worked at our school for 10 years as a Teacher Aide. She has touched many 
hearts with her generous spirit. We will remember Sandra for: 

• the many hours she has spent on camp with her hands in the sink 
• reliably carrying the First Aid kit 
• being a pen hoarder 
• being straight forward and honest 
• MmmmmmmMMMM “Tell someone who cares…” “You’re telling me why?” 
• her good comebacks 
• being a great button sewer 
• her enthusiasm and ability to be excited 
• her ability to motivate 

We are very grateful Sandra, for your outstanding contributions to the students and staff at St 
Joseph’s School and thank you for your very loyal service.



Room 4 have been finishing off their Fairytale Unit by creating their own wonderful castles, along 
with a Prince or Princess who lived in the castle and a menu that showcases what might be eaten if 
you were so lucky to go and visit the castle. It was wonderful to see the children becoming 
problem solvers and being able to 
self manage themselves.

JUNIOR SYNDICATE NEWS

LOWER 
MIDDLE’S 

NEWS

The Lower Middles are 
looking forward to 
building connections 
with Year 3’s and 4’s 
from St Paul’s when they 
come for a visit next 
week. Here’s the 
plan …

St Joseph’s Nelson 
Manuka Street 
Nelson 
13 November 2017 

Dear friend, 

Hi I am a student from St Joseph’s school and we would like to invite 
you to a fun day out. 

The first event we are going to do is a meet and greet which is where 
we welcome you to our school and get to know you. After that that 
we will have a short prayer time because we know you are a catholic 
school too. Later we will have a huge play with all our p.e. 
Equipment we have in our whole P.E. Shed and that is quite a lot I’m 
telling you. Finally we will have a humongous swim, but the pool is 
not big enough so we will have a split time. 

My dad is from England and my mum is from France. My favourite 
hobbies are mountain biking, running and football I love playing 

tackle ball rush. Me myself is from New Zealand where we are 
right now my birthday is on the 27 of October I was born on 

2008 and I am 9 years old. 

Do you like doing swimming? 

Do you like to do sport do you like biking running well I love 
mountain biking I’m telling you.  

Kind regards 

Archie



UPPER MIDDLE’S NEWS

YEAR 6 CAMP

It started with a challenge and was to end with 
one too.  Camp life was jam-packed with 
challenges from start to finish. Though they 
challenged many, the greatest challenges of 
camp were settling in, keeping organised, putting 
up a tent, cooking own meals and even doing 
your own dishes!  Camp is filled with stress and 
fun, but once you have set up your tent, wrestled 
with a few unruly pegs, you are ready to unpack 
your table gear and head to dinner.  
By Madison Turner

A LONG WAY DOWN… By Olivia Midgley 

Gazing up at the drop, abseiling didn’t seem so hard, but when I 
reached the top, my heart dropped into my stomach; weighing like 
a rock.  That’s really high, I thought.  A small breeze slightly ruffled 
the leaves on the trees and I could smell salt drifting from the 
ocean.  I was clipped into a harness and I was wearing a helmet.  If 
everyone else can do it, I can too, I thought to myself.  The thought 
tumbled through my mind, like a shell in some rough waves.  Pip, 
the instructor, gave me the thumbs up and I slowly started to walk 
down the cliff, leaning back on the harness.  Roughly 2 metres 
down an abrupt thought hit me like lightning, the second my gaze 
swept down.  I can’t do this, I anxiously thought aloud.  “You can do 
this Olivia! Take it easy” Pip called down soothingly.  

“I’m not sure I can” I pleaded.  “Please can I come up?”  I mumbled.  

“Olivia you can trust me, you are nearly at the bottom”. Pip said.  I 
nodded and started to make my way down the sheer drop. 
 Quicker than I thought, my feet touched the ground.  I was amazed 
and proud that I did the abseiling.   

CAVING… By Henry Miller 

We dumped our bags on the wet cold floor of the cave as the 
instructors handed out the head torches.  I looked into a dark 
labyrinth and could just hear the faint splashes of water trickling 
from the cave ceiling.  As we entered the cave the temperature 
dropped like a stone.  It was just the right temperature, not cold, 
not hot.   



A WORD 
FROM 

FATHER BILL

Congratulations
Our biggest congratulations go to Ms Bouchut for 
completing her two year Beginning Teacher requirements 
and graduating! We are very blessed to have such a such 
a highly competent, compassionate and caring teacher 
on our staff. A big thanks to Sarah for sharing her gifts, 
talents and wisdom so willingly at our school.

A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR PTA MEMBERS THIS YEAR  
This has been a very busy but successful year and none of this could be achieved without the 
amazing team on the PTA and the school community that rally to help - thank you. 

A special mention needs to go to two of our very long serving executive committee members Jane 
Mitchell and Jane Grenfell (treasurer), they have worked tirelessly on the PTA for several years and 
provided many hours of support and laughter, they feel it is time to make way for new members and 
their children our nearing the end of the St Joseph School - thank you. 

I would also like to mention and say thank you to Angela Osbourne who stepped down last year to 
focus more time on your board and Rachel Swarbrick who also stepped down last year to focus more 
on the Grounds Project for the School - Thank you.This leaves a space for you - so over the holidays 
think about coming to join the PTA: we would love to have you. 

Irene Firestone 



PARISH OF THE HOLY 
FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
SCHEDULE: WEEKEND 
EUCHARIST  23 - 25 DEC 
  

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: 

Sat 23 Dec             6pm Vigil  St Mary’s 
Church 
Sun 24 Dec            8.30am  St Francis of Assisi 
   Church, Stoke 
                               10.30am St Mary’s Church, 
   Nelson  

Please Note: THERE IS NO 5pm Mass at Stoke 

  
CHRISTMAS EVE SUN, 24 DECEMBER. 
  
6.00pm: Family Mass in St Mary’s  PARISH 
HALL  ( please note the venue)* 

Drama will take place again this year “A 
traditional and modern take on the birth of 
Jesus” It requires at least 30 children right up 
to Year 8’s included!!!!) 

*Because of the large crowd we have moved 
this Mass to the Hall for both safety and more 
room and more ventilation. 

9.00pm : Eucharist at St Francis of Assisi 
Church, Stoke. 
  

CHRISTMAS DAY MON, 25 DECEMBER. 
  
8.30am :  Family Eucharist at St Francis of 
Assisi Church, Stoke. 
  
10.30am: Family Eucharist at St Mary’s 
Church, Nelson. 
  

RITE 2 Reconciliation will take place Thursday 
week 14 Dec at 7pm at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help Church, 35 William Street, Richmond. 
  

CHRISTMAS DRAMA: 6PM SUN 24 DEC. 
  
This year I require the help and assistance of 
adults and teenagers with practices for the 
drama and looking after each group of 
children. Costumes will be required for the 
parts of Nurse/Matron, Doctor, Bright Star, 
Donkey, chickens, pigs etc…If you are going to 
be here in the parish for Christmas, and your 
son/daughter would like to  make the 
commitment to be in the drama and turn up 
for practices, leave your name and details with 
the school office as soon as possible. I’ll set the 
deadline for this by Friday week (14 Dec.) 
  

2018 SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM ( FIRST 
RECONCILIATION, CONFIRMATION AND 
FIRST EUCHARIST ) 
  
We have just completed a full year with 20 of 
our children. In looking ahead for next year a 
total commitment to the preparation is 
required. Please note the following dates for 
each sacrament and put them in your diary 
NOW!  

First Reconciliation Sun 25 March, 
Confirmation Sat 23 June, First Eucharist Sun 
25 Nov. It is most important that parents 
attend the parent evenings, families are 
committed to the parish and the Sunday 
Eucharist. The preparation is for children who 
are currently aged 8 and above. A form will be 
available in a week’s time from the parish 
office. 

  
Cheers and prayers   

Fr Bill

https://maps.google.com/?q=35+William+Street,+Richmond&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=35+William+Street,+Richmond&entry=gmail&source=g


 

Years 5 - 8 operate as Bring Your Own Device Classrooms (BYOD). As teachers we find baseline 
devices such as Chromebooks are the most suitable for students’ learning.  These devices start 
at about $250 - 300.  We understand that this can be a big cost for some families and if this is the 
case, please see your child’s teacher (or someone at school you feel comfortable talking to) as 
we are able to offer some options to support this initiative being accessible for everyone.  If you 
have any BYOD questions please come and see one of the Year 5 - 8 teachers, we are happy to 
talk through the BYOD options.

BRING 
YOUR OWN 

DEVICES -  
BYOD

WE NEED YOU 
AGAIN!  

If you can spare a few hours on the morning (early) 
and afternoon of Tuesday the 2nd January we need 
you. St Joseph’s PTA has been asked again to 
provide a team of helpers in the set up and pack up 
of the track for the Port Street Races, after our stellar 
effort last time. For your efforts a substantial 
donation will be made to the St Joseph’s 
playground upgrade. If you can help please contact 
Debbie Heaphy on 021-295-8051 to confirm your 
availability.   



 

THE UNIFORM SHOP 2018 
OPEN Wednesday 24th Jan 2018 1.30pm -3.00pm 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Principal For the Day  Wednesday December 6th Mr Ben Malthus (Principal) and  
    Miss Isabella Malthus (Deputy Principal).  

School End of Year  
Performance   Friday 8th December (outdoor stage)  

Top Town    Wednesday 13th December (bring togs/towels  and PE gear) 

Reports Out   Friday December 15th  

Farewell to Mr Cross,  
Mrs Fitzsimons and  
Sandra    Monday 18th December at 11:00 in the hall. 

Meet the new teacher  2:00 - 2:30pm Monday December 18th.  

End of School Liturgy  Wednesday 20th 9:15 in the church.  

Prize Giving    Wednesday 20th - 11:00 am in the church.  

School Ends    Wednesday 20th 12:25 children are invited to begin their  
    summer holiday! Please let the office know ASAP if your  
    child/ren are staying for the afternoon Justin    
    office@stjosephsnelson.school.nz. 

Principal for 
the day

It was decreed that all teachers were to 
have chocolate cake for morning tea, 
all children working hard received a 
gold sticker, and she needed her good 
friend Bria to be with her at all times. 
Watch out Mrs G, Principal Malthus 
sounds like a keeper!



Best wishes to the students who are leaving 
our school this year. Follow your passions, be 
the best you can be and best wishes for your 
learning and faith journey. God Bless.   

I would like to thank the parents, staff, BOT, 
PTA for your amazing support this year and I 
wish you all a very happy, safe and enjoyable 
summer. Take time as a family to talk, play, 
and pray together. I look forward to seeing 
you on February 7th , 2018. 

Mrs G


