
 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL, NELSON PTA 
HELD IN THE SCHOOL STAFFROOM AT 7:30PM, 7 MAY 2018 

 
PRESENT: Irene Firestone, Jane Grenfell, Joanna Perrett, Susheila Holer, Helena 

Ventura, Belinda Curtis-Sullivan, Colleen Nicholson, Demelza O’Donnell, 
Trudy Wilson, Debbie Heaphy, Jane Mitchell and Chris Siegfried 

 
APOLOGIES:   Milo Coldren, Chris Beekmeyer, Fiona McNeill and Chris Gladstone. 
 
Treasurer’s Report        Jane Grenfell 
 
Total funds at 07/05/18        $63,747.36 
 
Includes $1500.00 donation from Knights of the Southern Cross, Nelson which will need to be paid to 
St Josephs to administer at their discretion for families requiring assistance with uniforms, stationary 
and camp fees. 
 
Clarification that the PTA has approved funds of $200 per classroom for teachers to purchase board 
games, puzzles etc for wet lunch times. 
 
Debbie Heaphy also presented a cheque for $1000 from the fundraising at the Port Nelson Street 
Races. 
 
Class Rep’s         Helena Ventura 

Helena Ventura has been meeting with Chris Gladstone in regards to the structure and 
responsibilities of the class rep’s. 

A proposed new structuring of how class rep’s are chosen and what their roles are, is being 
discussed. It is proposed that class reps will be nominated by teachers and fellow class parents. They 
will be responsible for social aspects of the class, communicating with parents, leaving the teachers 
to teach, advising them of upcoming events and answering questions via text and/or class facebook 
pages 

Colleen Nicholson mentioned the difficulties experienced by families where English isn’t their first 
language and that this could be a consideration of the class reps when communicating. 

Debbie Heaphy raised concerns that this could again add more areas that parents have to be 
monitoring to make sure that they are informed. Something that over the last few years the school 
and PTA had been trying to simplify. 

Junior Mother’s Day Morning Tea - 11 May     Irene Firestone 

Delmelza O’Donnell to check if teacher aides can help on the day. PTA will fund fruit, slices and 
savouries. Irene Firestone to check numbers with teachers. Jane Mitchell will organise goofy cake 
and Irene Firestone popcorn. 

Mothers Day movie Night - 16th May      Belinda Curtis-Sullivan 

Movie is Breakers Uppers. Belinda Curtis-Sullivan reported everything was under control. Colleen 
Nicholson will get teachers to add into homework notices. Cod & Lobster will provide non alcoholic 
drink. Ken and Rebecca Hope kindly did tickets. Helena Ventura will be at the door to sell tickets. 
Jane Mitchell advised that there was water in the cupboard that could be sold on the evening. 



 

Nibbles organised – Cheese, crackers and brownie.  

Kids Disco - 22nd June         Irene Firestone 

Discussions were had on the date and it was agreed that with Matariki now on the previous night 
that there was too much on. The date was changed to the 29th of June. The organising team will be 
Delmelza O’Donnell, Chris Siegfried and Trudi Smith. 

Irene Firestone will check if hall is free.  A teacher will be required for intermediate disco. Trudi 
Smith to do posters. 

John Parson’s Evening - 8th June      Irene Firestone 

Parent’s only, no children. Notice for school newsletter. Chris Gladstone to email to COL. Child care 
to be offered in the parish room. $5 per ticket. Trudi Smith to look into the child care re numbers etc 

Matariki - whole school 21 June      Colleen Nicholson 

Current plan is that during the day, intermediate kids working with the younger kids 

In the evening all parents and children invited to top quad with rugs etc. Kapa Haka performance, 
Father Bill opening. Each syndicate doing a performance. Kai followed by a Lantern walk 

A lot of discussion was had on how the PTA could help and food etc. Funding was approved for food 
and decorating. More discussions to be had in regards to Kai but most people were happy with 
providing hot chocolate and coffee, families bring a plate to share. 

Netball uniform funding 

Jade Gibbens has advised that the netball teams are short of uniform, mainly due to sizing of 
uniforms and the current players. PTA approved to buy the five that are required but are happy to 
fund up to seven if there is a need. 

Funding person.         Irene Firestone 

Chris Gladstone, Irene Firestone, Melissa Munro & Rachel Swarbrick meet with Mark Vincent who is 
the funding person for the Nelson College. His cost is $30 per hour and most applications are 3 hours 
work. The plan is for both the Board of Trustees and the PTA to utilise his services for funding 
projects.  The PTA’s goals would be to get funding for the Room 5 sandpit upgrade, pump track, 
bikes in schools and sandpit. It has also been communicated by Nicola Hewitt that approximately 11 
children may need assistance with camp fees in the intermediate syndicate, Irene Firestone 
suggested that this could also be an area that the PTA tried for funding. Debbie Heaphy suggested 
that as well as confirming the numbers that we also check if the upper middles syndicate ( Renee 
Jepson ) knew of a need for their camp so one application could be processed. 

All persons attending meeting agreed that this was a good opportunity to access funds. NB at this 
stage of the meeting Belinda Curtis-Sullivan and Jane Grenfell were no longer present. 

Meeting closed at 9pm 

 

 
 
 


